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A Note About the Author 


Charlotte Bronte was born 
on 21st April 1816. She lived 
in the village of Haworth, in 
West Yorkshire, in the north 
of England. Her father was a 
clergyman. He worked in the 
church at Haworth. 

Charlotte had four sisters. 
They were Maria, Elizabeth, 
Emily and Anne. Charlotte had one brother - 
Branwell. Charlotte was not pretty and her eyes were 
weak. But Charlotte was clever and she had a strong 
character. 

In 1824, Maria, Elizabeth, Charlotte and Emily 
were pupils at a school called Cowan Bridge. The 
school was fifty miles from Haworth. It was a bad 
school and many of the children became sick. In 1825, 
Maria and Elizabeth died. Charlotte and Emily went 
home. From 1825 to 1831, Charlotte’s father taught 
his children at home. 

In 1831, Charlotte was fifteen years old. She was a 
pupil at a school called Roe Head. Later, she was a 
teacher at this school. 

In 1842, Charlotte and Emily studied in Brussels in 
Belgium. Charlotte was a clever student. But she was 
unhappy. She fell in love with a married man. And she 
returned to England. 
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Charlotte, Emily, Anne and Branwell wrote stories 
and they drew pictures. They also wrote poetry. 
Branwell was going to be an artist. But he became ill. 
He drank alcohol and he took drugs. 

The Bronte sisters sent their stories to a publisher. 
In the 1850s, women’s stories were not often pub¬ 
lished. So Charlotte wrote her books with the name, 
Currer Bell. Emily wrote Wuthering Heights with the 
name, Ellis Bell. And Anne wrote Agnes Grey with the 
name, Acton Bell. Their books were very popular. 
Soon people wanted to meet these authors. Then they 
were surprised. These good writers were women! 

Charlotte Bronte’s novels are: The Professor, Jane 
Eyre (1847), Shirley (1849) and Villette (1853). Jane 
Eyre is one of the most popular stories in English. In 
1847, people read Jane Eyre and they were surprised. 
Women did not often speak about their hopes and 
their thoughts. Women did not talk to men in this 
way! 

In 1848, Emily and Branwell died. Anne died the 
next year. Charlotte lived with her old father. She was 
now a famous author. People wanted to meet her. 
Charlotte travelled to London and she met poets, 
artists and writers. She visited theatres, museums and 
art galleries. In 1854, Charlotte married a clergyman, 
Arthur Nicholls. On 31st March 1855, Charlotte 
Bronte died. She was 38 years old. 
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A No te About This Story_ 

Time: The 1830s. Place: The north of England. 

Early in the nineteenth century, there were no cars 
or trains. People rode horses. People travelled in 
coaches or in carriages pulled by horses. Journeys were 
long and difficult. Most people lived in the country¬ 
side. Rich people had large houses and many servants. 

Rich children learnt their lessons in their homes. A 
teacher lived in their house. Some poor children lived 
at their schools. Some of these schools were very bad. 
The buildings were cold and uncomfortable. These 
children did not have enough food. Their teachers 
often beat them. 

The Brontes were poor. The three sisters worked as 
governesses. Governesses lived in the homes of rich 
families. They taught the children of these families. 

In the story, Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte wrote 
about her own life. Jane was unhappy in a bad school. 
Charlotte was unhappy too. Jane Eyre was not pretty. 
But she was clever and she was good. Charlotte was 
not pretty. But she was intelligent and she worked 
hard. In the story, Jane Eyre becomes a governess. 
Charlotte was a governess in the homes of two rich 
families. She hated the work. 

In 1851, there were about 25000 governesses in 
England. Many poor women from good families worked 
as governesses. They were not married. Governesses 
were not paid well. 
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My Story Begins 

In 1825, I was ten years old. My father and mother 
were dead. I lived with my aunt and uncle, Mr and Mrs 
Reed. Their house was called Gateshead Hall. The 
house was in Yorkshire, in the north of England. My 
Aunt and Uncle Reed had two children - a boy, John, 
and a girl, Eliza. 

I liked my Uncle Reed and he liked me. But in 
1825, my uncle died. After that, I was very unhappy. 
My Aunt Reed did not like me. And John and Eliza 
were unkind to me. 


It was a cold, rainy day in December. All of us were in 
the house. I wanted to be alone. I wanted to read. I 
opened a book. Then I heard my Cousin John’s voice. 

‘Jane! Jane Eyre! Where are you?’ John shouted. He 
came into the room and he saw me. 
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‘Why are you reading my book?’ he asked. ‘Give it 
to me!’ 

John took the book. He hit my head with it. I 
screamed. John hit me again. I pulled his hair and I 
kicked him. 

‘Help! Help, Mamma!’ John shouted. ‘Jane Eyre is 
hurting me!’ 

Aunt Reed ran into the room. She pulled me away 
from John. 









'John hit me with a book,’ I said. ‘I hate him. And I 
hate you too!’ 

‘You are a bad girl, Jane,’ my aunt said. ‘Why do you 
hate me?’ 

‘You don’t like me,’ I replied. ‘John and Eliza are 
unkind to me. I want to leave Gateshead Hall.’ 

‘You want to leave!’ Aunt Reed said. ‘Where will 
you go? Your parents are dead. You cannot live alone.’ 

Aunt Reed thought for a moment. 

‘My friend, Mr Brocklehurst, is the owner of a 
school,’ she said. ‘I will send you to Mr Brocklehurst’s 
school.’ 


A few days later, Mr Brocklehurst came to Gateshead 
Hall. He was a very tall man. His eyes were dark and 
his face was cruel. 

‘Jane Eyre,’ he said to me. ‘God does not like bad 
children. God punishes bad children, Jane Eyre.’ 

‘God will punish John Reed,’ I replied. ‘John Reed 
hits me and he shouts at me.’ 

‘That is not true. You are a liar, Jane Eyre,’ Mr 
Brocklehurst said. ‘You must not tell lies. And you 
must not live here with your cousins. You will come to 
Lowood School. You will become a good girl.’ 

‘I want to come to your school, sir,’ I said. ‘I want to 
leave this house.’ 

‘Bad girls are punished at my school, Jane Eyre,’ Mr 
Brocklehurst said. ‘The girls work very hard at 
Lowood.’ 
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Lowood School 

It was the month of January. I arrived at Lowood 
School at night. A servant took me up some stairs and 
into a big bedroom. There were many beds in the 
room. The girls in the beds were asleep. The servant 
took me to an empty bed. I put on my nightclothes and 
I got into bed. Soon, I was asleep too. 


I woke up very early. A loud bell was ringing. The bed¬ 
room was dark and cold. I watched the other girls. 
They washed in cold water and they dressed quickly. 
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There was a plain brown dress next to my bed. And 
there was a pair of ugly, heavy shoes. I washed quickly. 
Then I put on my new clothes. 

I was very hungry. I followed the other girls down 
the stairs. We sat down at long tables in a large dining- 
room. Our food was terrible. 

‘The food is bad again,’ one of the girls said. 

‘Stand up!’ a teacher shouted. ‘Don’t talk!’ 

We stood up. We did not speak. We walked into a 
big schoolroom and we sat down. 

There were about eighty girls in the schoolroom. 
And there were four classes. The oldest girls were in 
the fourth class. I was in the first class. 

Four teachers came into the room and we began our 
lessons. The lessons were not interesting. First, we read 
some pages in a book. Then our teacher asked us ques¬ 
tions about those pages. 

After four hours, we went outside. It was very cold. 
Very soon, a bell rang. Lessons started again. 

Three weeks passed. One afternoon, the head teacher 
came into the schoolroom. The head teacher’s name 
was Miss Temple. Mr Brocklehurst was with her. We 
all stood up. 1 stood behind an older girl. I did not 
want Mr Brocklehurst to see me. 

Mr Brocklehurst walked slowly round the room. 
Everybody was very quiet. And then I dropped my 
book! 

Mr Brocklehurst stopped walking. He looked at me. 
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‘Ah! The new girl,’ he said. ‘Come here, Jane Eyre!’ 
Then he pointed at two of the older girls. ‘You two 
girls - put Jane Eyre on that high chair!’ he said. 

‘Look at Jane Eyre, every¬ 
body!’ Mr Brocklehurst said. 

‘This child is bad. She is a 
liar. She will be punished! 

Miss Temple! Teachers! Girls! 

Do not talk to this child.’ 

Then he spoke to me again. 

‘Jane Eyre, you must stand 
on that chair for two hours,’ 
he said. ‘You are a bad girl!’ 

That evening, I cried and cried. But Miss Temple 
was kind to me. 

‘You are a good pupil, Jane,’ she said. ‘And you are 
not a bad girl. I am your friend, Jane.’ 

‘Thank you, Miss Temple,’ I said. 

Lowood School was in an unhealthy place. The build¬ 
ings were wet and cold. Mr Brocklehurst owned the 
school. He was a rich man. But he did not buy warm 
clothes for us. And he did not buy good food for us. 
Everybody hated him. 

In the spring, many of the girls became sick. Some 
of them left the school. They never came back. Many 
of the girls died. 

That spring was a terrible time. We had no lessons. 
Miss Temple and the other teachers took care of the 
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sick pupils. Mr Brocklehurst had to buy better food for 
us. And he had to buy warm clothes for us. Mr 
Brocklehurst never came to the school. 


The next year, Lowood School moved to a better 
place. It was a healthier place. There were new school¬ 
rooms, new bedrooms and a new dining-room. The 
new buildings were bright and clean. The teachers 
were happy. After that, I was happy at Lowood School 
too. 

I was a pupil at Lowood School for six years. Then I 
became a teacher. I was a teacher at the school for two 
years. But I never returned to Gateshead Hall. And the 
Reeds never wrote to me. 
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Thornfield Hall 

In 1833, I was eighteen years old. In the summer, Miss 
Temple left Lowood School. She got married. I wanted 
to leave Lowood too. I wanted a new life. 

‘I will be a governess,’ I thought. 

I put an advertisement in a newspaper. 

» "Mi ^ 

October, 1833. Lowood. 

A young woman wants to teach one or 
two children in their home. She teaches 
English, Arithmetic, Geography, 

Religion, French, Drawing and Music. 

J.E. 



1 had a reply to my advertisement. The reply was 
from Mrs Fairfax of Thornfield Hall, near Millcote. 
Millcote was about seventy miles from Lowood School. 
Mrs Fairfax wanted a governess for a little girl. 

I wrote to Mrs Fairfax immediately. I was going to 
be a governess at Thornfield Hall! 

I travelled to Millcote in a coach. At Millcote, a 
servant met me. He took me to Thornfield Hall. At 
Thornfield Hall, another servant opened the door. She 
was smiling. She took me into a small, warm room. A 
lady was in the room. She was sitting by the fire. 
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‘Are you Mrs Fairfax?’ I asked her. 

‘Yes, my dear,’ she said. ‘And you are Miss Eyre. Are 
you cold? Sit by the fire, Miss Eyre. A servant will 
bring you some food.’ 

‘Mrs Fairfax is very kind,’ I said to myself. ‘I will be 
happy here.’ 

‘Will I see Miss Fairfax tonight?’ I asked. 

Mrs Fairfax looked at me. She smiled. 

‘Miss Fairfax? No, no,’ she said. ‘Your pupil’s name is 
not Miss Fairfax. Your pupil is AdMe Varens. Adele’s 
mother was a Frenchwoman. Adele is Mr Rochester’s 
ward. He takes care of her.’ 

‘Mr Rochester? Who is Mr Rochester?’ I asked. 

‘Mr Edward Rochester is the owner of Thornfield 
Hall,’ Mrs Fairfax said. ‘I am his housekeeper. I take 
care of Thornfield Hall. Mr Rochester is not here now. 
He does not like this house. He is often away from 
home.’ 

I was very tired. Mrs Fairfax took me up the wide 
stairs. She took me to my room. I went to bed immedi¬ 
ately. And I slept well. 

The next morning, I woke early. The sun was shining. I 
put on a plain black dress. I opened my bedroom door. 
1 walked along a corridor and down the wide stairs. I 
walked out into the sunny garden. 

I turned and I looked up at my new home. 
Thornfield Hall was a beautiful house with many large 
windows. The garden was beautiful too. 
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After a few minutes, Mrs Fairfax came into the gar¬ 
den. She spoke to me. 

‘Good morning, Miss Eyre,’ she said. ‘You have 
woken early. Miss Adele is here. After breakfast, you 
must take her to the schoolroom. She must begin her 
lessons.’ 

A pretty little girl walked towards me. She was 
about eight years old. She spoke to me in French and I 
replied in French. 

'v- 



After breakfast, I took Adele to the schoolroom. 
We worked all morning. Adele enjoyed her lessons and 
I was happy. 
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In the afternoon, Mrs Fairfax took me into all the 
rooms of Thornfield Hall. We looked at the paintings 
and at the beautiful furniture. We walked along the 
corridors. 

‘Come up onto the roof, Miss Eyre,’ Mrs Fairfax 
said. ‘You will see the beautiful countryside around 
Thornfield Hall.’ 

We walked up many stairs. At last, we were at the 
top of the house. We walked along the top corridor. 
Mrs Fairfax opened a small door and we walked onto 
the roof. 

‘Look, Miss Eyre,’ Mrs Fairfax said. ‘You can see for 
many miles.’ 

We stood on the roof for a few minutes. Then we 
went back into the house. We walked carefully towards 
the stairs. The top corridor was narrow and dark. 

Suddenly, I heard a strange laugh. 

‘Who is that, Mrs Fairfax?’ I asked. 

Mrs Fairfax did not reply. She knocked on a door. 

‘Grace!’ she said. The door opened. Behind the 
door was a small room. A servant was standing at the 
door. 

‘Be quiet, Grace, please,’ Mrs Fairfax said. 

The woman looked at Mrs Fairfax. Then she closed 
the door. 

‘That was Grace Poole,’ Mrs Fairfax said. ‘She works 
up here. Sometimes she laughs and talks with the other 
servants. Don’t worry about Grace. Please come down¬ 
stairs now, Miss Eyre.’ 
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Mr Rochester 

Three months passed. I had not met the owner of 
Thornfield Hall. Mr Rochester had not come home. 

One January afternoon, I went out and I walked 
towards the road. I was going to the village of Hay. 1 
was going to post a letter in the village. Hay was two 
miles from Thornfield Hall. The day was fine but it 
was very cold. I walked quickly and soon I was near the 
village. 

Suddenly, a big black-and-white dog ran past me. A 
moment later, a man on a black horse followed the 
dog. 

Then, I heard an angry shout. The dog ran past me 
again. It was barking loudly. I turned round. The horse 
had fallen on the icy ground and the man had fallen 
from the horse. I walked towards them. 

‘Can I help you, sir?’ I asked. 

‘My horse fell. I’ve hurt my foot,’ the man said. 

The horse stood up. The man tried to stand up too. 
But he could not stand. He fell onto the ground again. 

The man was about thirty-five years old. He was not 
handsome but he had a strong face. He had dark eyes 
and black hair. He was not very tall but his body was 
powerful. 

‘I’ll bring somebody from Thornfield Hall,’ I said. 

‘Do you live at Thornfield?’ the man asked. 


20 




‘I am the governess,’ I replied. 

‘Ah, yes. The governess,’ the man said. ‘Help me, 
please.’ 

The man stood up very slowly, and he put his hand 
on my shoulder. He walked slowly towards his horse. I 
helped him. He pulled himself onto the horse. 

‘Thank you. Now go home quickly,’ the man said. 
And he rode away. 

I walked on to the village and I posted my letter. 
Then I returned to Thornfield Hall. Bright lights were 
shining in the big house. I went inside. 

A big black-and-white dog walked towards me. It 
came from the dining-room. I had seen the dog before. 

‘Whose dog is that?’ I asked a servant. 

‘It’s Mr Rochester’s dog,’ the servant replied. ‘Mr 
Rochester has come home. But he has hurt his foot. 
His horse fell on some ice.’ 

I smiled. The owner of Thornfield Hall had 
returned! But I did not see Mr Rochester again that 
day. 

I saw Mr Rochester the next day. He sent for me in the 
evening. I put on a clean dress. I brushed my hair care¬ 
fully. 

Mr Rochester was in the large sitting-room. He was 
sitting in a big chair. His right foot was on a small 
chair. Mrs Fairfax and Adele were sitting with him. 

‘This is Miss Eyre, sir,’ Mrs Fairfax said. 

Mr Rochester looked at me. He did not smile. 
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‘Sit by the fire, Miss Eyre,’ he said. ‘Where have you 
come from?’ 

‘From Lowood School,’ I replied. ‘I was there for 
eight years.’ 

‘Eight years!’ Mr Rochester said. ‘That is a long 
time! Who are your parents?’ 

‘I have no parents, sir,’ I answered. ‘They are dead.’ 

‘But where is your home, Miss Eyre?’ Mr Rochester 
asked. 

‘I have no home, sir. I have no family,’ I said. 

‘Why did you come to Thornfield Hall?’ Mr 
Rochester asked. 

‘I wanted to leave Lowood, sir,’ I replied. ‘I put an 
advertisement in a newspaper. Mrs Fairfax replied to 
my advertisement.’ 

‘Yes, 1 did,’ Mrs Fairfax said. ‘Miss Eyre is a good 
teacher, Mr Rochester.’ 

Mr Rochester smiled for the first time. 

‘You are very young, Miss Eyre,’ he said. 

‘I am eighteen, sir,’ I replied. 

Mr Rochester smiled again. He did not ask me more 
questions. 


After that evening, I did not see Mr Rochester for a 
few days. Then, one night, he sent for me again. 

‘Sit near me, Miss Eyre,’ he said. ‘Mrs Fairfax will 
talk to Adele.’ 

I sat down quietly, but I did not speak. The fire was 
very bright. I saw Mr Rochester’s face clearly. I saw his 
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large, dark eyes. He was smiling. He was happy. 

After a minute, Mr Rochester spoke. 

‘Miss Eyre,’ he said. ‘You are looking at me very 
carefully. Am I a handsome man?’ 

‘No, sir,’ I said. 

‘You speak the truth, Miss Eyre!’ Mr Rochester said. 
‘Look at me again. Am I a kind man?’ 

‘No, sir,’ 1 said again. ‘You are smiling now. But you 
are not always kind.’ 

‘That is true,’ Mr Rochester replied. ‘I have had a 
difficult life. I have met bad people. I have been a bad 
person myself. Now Thomfield Hall is my home. But 1 
hate this house. You are very young, Miss Eyre. You 



cannot understand me.’ 

‘You are right. I don’t understand you, sir,’ I said. 
I stood up. 
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‘Where are you going?’ Mr Rochester asked. 

‘It is late. Adele must go to bed,’ I said. 

‘Are you frightened of me, Miss Eyre?’ Mr Rochester 
asked. 

‘No, sir,’ I replied. ‘But you say strange things, sir.’ 
Mr Rochester smiled. 

‘Take Adele to her bedroom now, Miss Eyre,’ he 
said. ‘We will talk again tomorrow.’ 

After that night, we talked together many times. Mr 
Rochester was an interesting man. But he was a strange 
man too. I often thought about him. 





‘Why does Mr Rochester hate Thornfield?’ I asked 
myself. ‘Thornfield Hall is a beautiful place. But Mr 
Rochester is not happy.’ 
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Fire! 

It was March. One night, I was in bed. But I was not 
asleep. The house was quiet. Suddenly, 1 heard a sound 
in the corridor outside my room. 

‘Who’s there?’ I said. Nobody answered. Then I 
heard a strange laugh. 

1 got out of my bed and I went quietly to the door. I 
listened. I heard another sound. Somebody was walk¬ 
ing up the stairs to the top corridor. Then I heard 
somebody close a door. 

‘Was that Grace Poole?’ I said to myself. ‘Yes, it was 
Grace. Why was she laughing? And why is she walking 
in the house at night? Is she mad? I must tell Mrs 
Fairfax about this. I will speak to her now.’ 

I put on some clothes and I opened the door. There 
was a candle on the floor outside my room. The candle 
was burning. 

There was thick 
smoke in the corridor. I 
went into the corridor. I 
looked around me. The 
door of Mr Rochester’s 
bedroom was open. And 
the smoke was coming 
from Mr Rochester’s 
room! 
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What happened, Jane? 






I sat in a chair by the window. Time passed. At last, 
Mr Rochester returned. 


‘Please don’t worry, Jane,’ he said. ‘Grace Poole is a 
strange woman. But she won’t hurt anybody tonight.’ 

I stood up. ‘Goodnight, sir,’ I said. 

Mr Rochester held my hand. He looked at me and 
he smiled. 

‘Thank you, my dear friend,’ he said. ‘You saved my 
life tonight, Jane.’ 

‘Goodnight, sir,’ I said again. 

I went back to my bed. I was very tired. But at first, 
I could not sleep. Suddenly, I understood something. I 
loved Mr Rochester! He had smiled at me. He had 
held my hand. Did he love me? I did not know. But 1 
thought about Mr Rochester for a long time. 
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I did not see Mr Rochester the next day. He did not 
send for me. 

In the evening, I went down to Mrs Fairfax’s sitting- 
room. The housekeeper was looking out of the window. 

‘The weather has been good today,’ Mrs Fairfax said. 
‘Mr Rochester had a good day for his journey.’ 

‘His journey? Where has he gone?’ I asked. I was 
surprised. 

‘He has gone to Ingram Park,’ Mrs Fairfax replied. 
‘Mr Rochester will stay there for a week or more. He 
has many friends. All his friends will be at Ingram Park 
this week.’ 

‘Will there be any ladies at Ingram Park?’ I asked. 

‘Yes,’ Mrs Fairfax said. ‘There will be many ladies 
there. Miss Blanche Ingram will be there. Mr 
Rochester has known her for many years.’ 

‘Is Miss Ingram beautiful?’ I asked. 

‘She is very beautiful,’ Mrs Fairfax said. 

‘Will Mr Rochester marry her?’ I asked. 

Mrs Fairfax smiled. ‘I don’t know, Miss Eyre,’ she 
replied. ‘I don’t know.’ 

I was very unhappy. I went up to my bedroom. I 
looked in my mirror. 

‘Jane Eyre,’ I said to myself. ‘You are not pretty. And 
you are poor. Mr Rochester will never marry you. He 
will marry Miss Blanche Ingram. She is a rich lady. You 
are a poor governess. Forget Mr Rochester, Jane Eyre! 
Forget him!’ 
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Guests at Thornfield Hall 


Two weeks later, a letter arrived for Mrs Fairfax. 

‘Mr Rochester will return on Thursday,’ Mrs Fairfax 
said. ‘Some of his friends will come here with him. 
There will be many guests at Thornfield Hall.’ 

On Thursday evening, Mrs Fairfax, Adele and I 
were in Adele’s bedroom. Mrs Fairfax was looking out 
of the window. 

‘The guests are arriving now!’ Mrs Fairfax said. 

I went to the window and I looked out. There were 
three carriages. Two people were riding horses. Mr 
Rochester was riding his big black horse. A beautiful 
young woman was riding a white horse. 
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Mrs Fairfax pointed to the young woman. 

‘That is Miss Ingram,’ the housekeeper said. Then 
she went downstairs. 

Adele wanted to go downstairs too. 

‘No, Adele,’ I said. ‘We cannot go downstairs 
tonight. Mr Rochester is talking to his guests.’ 

The next day, Mrs Fairfax came into the school¬ 
room. 

‘Mr Rochester wants you to meet his guests tonight, 
Miss Eyre,’ she said. ‘Adele must meet them too.’ 

Later, Adele and I went quietly into the sitting- 
room. And soon, eight ladies came into the room. One 
of them was tall, dark and very beautiful. She was 
Blanche Ingram. AdHe ran towards her. 

‘Good evening, beautiful lady,’ she said in French. 

‘What a pretty little girl!’ Blanche Ingram said. Miss 
Ingram spoke to the other ladies. And she spoke to 
Adele. But she did not speak to me. 

Half an hour later, the gentlemen came into the 
room. I looked at Mr Rochester. He saw me, but he did 
not speak to me. 

Miss Ingram pointed at Adele. ‘Why doesn’t this 
little girl live at a school, Mr Rochester?’ she asked. 

‘Adele learns her lessons at home,’ Mr Rochester 
replied. ‘She has a governess.’ 

‘Oh, yes. That small woman by the window,’ Miss 
Ingram said. ‘I had many governesses. I hated all of 
them. They were all ugly and stupid!’ 

Later, Miss Ingram and Mr Rochester sang some 
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songs together. Mr Rochester had a fine voice. I lis¬ 
tened to the songs, then I left the room. Mr Rochester 
followed me. 

‘What is wrong, Jane?’ he asked. 

‘Nothing is wrong, sir,’ I said. ‘But I am tired. I am 
going to my room. Goodnight, sir.’ 



‘You are tired. And you are unhappy too,’ Mr 
Rochester replied. ‘There are tears in your eyes. Rest 
now, Jane. But please come and meet my guests tomor¬ 
row evening. Don’t forget, my —, don’t forget, Jane.’ 




The guests stayed at Thornfield Hall for two weeks. 
Every evening, I went to the sitting-room with Adele. 
Nobody spoke to me. Mr Rochester and Miss Ingram 
were always together. 

One afternoon, Mr Rochester went to Millcote. He 
returned late in the evening. I met him at the front 
door. 

‘Another guest has arrived, sir,’ I told him. ‘His 
name is Mr Mason. He has come from the West 
Indies.’ 

Suddenly, Mr Rochester’s face was pale. He held my 
hand tightly. 

‘Mason. The West Indies. Mason —’ he said. 

‘Are you ill, sir?’ I asked. 

‘Jane, my little friend, I’ve had a shock,’ he said. 
‘Bring me a glass of wine, please.’ 

I went quickly to the dining-room. I returned with a 
glass of wine and I gave it to Mr Rochester. 

‘What are my guests doing?’ he asked. 

‘They are eating and laughing, sir,’ I replied. ‘Mr 
Mason is talking to the other guests.’ 

‘One day, they will all hate me,’ Mr Rochester said. 
‘Now go into the dining-room again. Tell Mason to 
meet me in the library.’ 

I gave Mr Mason the message. Then I went to my 
bedroom. I got into my bed. 

Later, I heard Mr Rochester coming up the stairs 
with Mr Mason. They were laughing and talking. 
Soon, I was asleep. 
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A Terrible Night 

Some hours later, I woke up. A terrible cry had woken 
me. The moon was bright. Its light was shining 
through my window. I listened. Then I heard some¬ 
body shouting. 

‘Help! Help! Rochester, help me!’ 

The voice came from the top corridor. 

‘Help! Help!’ 

I got out of bed and I put on a dress and some shoes. 
I opened my door. All the guests were in the corridor 
outside the bedrooms. They were all asking questions. 

‘What happened?’ they asked. ‘Is there a fire? Who 
is hurt? Where is Mr Rochester?’ 

‘I am here!’ Mr Rochester said. He was walking 
down the stairs from the top corridor. 

‘What is wrong, Mr Rochester?’ Miss Ingram asked. 
‘What has happened?’ 

‘Nothing is wrong,’ Mr Rochester replied. ‘One of 
the servants has had a bad dream. Go back to bed!’ 

I went back to my room. But something was wrong. 
I did not get into my bed. I waited. Soon, somebody 
knocked on my door. I opened the door. Mr Rochester 
was standing in the corridor. 

‘Jane, follow me. Do not make a sound,’ Mr 
Rochester said. 

We went up to the top corridor. Mr Rochester 
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unlocked a door and we went inside a room. 

Mr Mason was sitting on a chair in the room. His 
face was pale. And his shirt was covered with blood! 
Then I heard a terrible laugh. The sound came from 
the next room. 



‘Grace Poole is a madwoman,’ I thought. ‘Why does 
Mr Rochester have a mad servant?’ 

Mr Rochester spoke quietly to Mr Mason. 

‘I am going to bring a doctor, Richard,’ he said. 

Then he spoke to me. ‘Stay here, Jane. Wash Mr 
Mason’s arm. But do not speak to him.’ 

Mr Rochester left the room. I washed Mr Mason’s 
arm. We waited for Mr Rochester and the doctor. Mr 
Mason did not speak to me and I did not speak to him. 

After two hours, Mr Rochester returned. The doctor 
was with him. The doctor looked at Mr Mason’s arm. 

‘She bit me,’ Mr Mason said. ‘I came up here. I 
wanted to see her. I wanted to help her. But she bit 
me!’ 

‘Be quiet now, Richard,’ Mr Rochester said quickly. 

The doctor put a bandage on Mr Mason’s arm. Mr 
Rochester put Mr Mason’s coat round the injured 
man’s shoulders. Then he spoke to me again. 

‘Run downstairs, Jane. Unlock the small door at the 
side of the house,’ he said. ‘We will follow you.’ 

I went quickly downstairs and I opened the door. 
Outside the door, a servant was waiting with a carriage. 
Mr Mason and the doctor came out of the house. They 
got into the carriage. Then Mr Rochester came out of 
the house too. Mr Mason spoke to him through the 
window of the carriage. 

‘Help her. Be kind to her, Rochester,’ he said. 

‘Yes, I will, Mason,’ Mr Rochester said. 

The servant drove the carriage away. 
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‘Will you walk in the garden with me, Jane?’ Mr 
Rochester asked. ‘I do not want to sleep now.’ 

‘Yes, I will, sir,’ I said. 

Soon, it was morning. The birds were beginning to 
sing. The flowers had a sweet smell. 

‘It has been a strange night, Jane,’ Mr Rochester 
said. ‘Were you frightened?’ 

‘I am frightened of Grace Poole,’ I said. ‘She will 
hurt you, one day.’ 

‘I am stronger than she is. She will not hurt me,’ Mr 
Rochester said. He looked at me for a few moments. 
‘Are you my friend, Jane?’ he asked me. 

‘Yes, sir. I will be your friend forever!’ I replied. 

‘Thank you, my dear,’ Mr Rochester said. ‘I have 
made mistakes. Now, I want to be happy. That is not 
wrong, is it, Jane?’ 

He stopped speaking for a minute. Then he said, 
‘Go into the house. I’ll talk to you tomorrow.’ 


But the next day, I had a letter from Gateshead Hall, 
my Aunt Reed’s house. The letter was from my Cousin 
Eliza. 
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I started the journey to my Aunt Reed’s house 
immediately. I arrived there the next day. My Aunt 
Reed was very, very ill. She could not move. And she 
did not speak to me. I wanted to return to Thornfield 
Hall. I wanted to see Mr Rochester. But Eliza wanted 
me to stay at Gateshead Hall. 

After three weeks, my aunt spoke to me at last. She 
spoke very slowly. 

‘Are you Jane Eyre?’ she asked. 

‘Yes, Aunt Reed. I am Jane Eyre,’ I replied. 

‘There is a letter for you,’ Aunt Reed said. ‘It is in 
my desk. Call Eliza, please. She will get the letter.’ 

Eliza came into the room. She opened the desk and 
she gave me a letter. 
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‘Read the letter, Jane,’ my aunt said. 

The letter had come from Madeira. But it was three 
years old. 
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‘I answered that letter,’ Aunt Reed said. ‘I hated 
you, Jane. I did not want you to have your uncle’s 
money. I wrote to John Eyre. I wrote, “Jane Eyre is 
dead. She died at Lowood School.” I am sorry, Jane. 1 
was wrong.’ 

Mrs Reed died that night. 1 left Gateshead Hall a 
few days later. I took my uncle’s letter with me. 

Mr Rochester met me at Thornfield Hall. 

‘Welcome back to my house,’ he said. ‘This is your 
home, Jane.’ 

‘Thank you, sir,’ I said. ‘I am very happy here.’ 

Mr Rochester’s guests had left. No other visitors 
came to Thornfield Hall. Every day, Mr Rochester and 
I talked together. And every day, 1 loved him more. 
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In the Garden 

In June, the weather was hot. One evening, I walked 
into the garden. Mr Rochester was there too. 

‘Do you like this house, Jane?’ he asked. 

‘Yes, sir,’ 1 replied. 

‘Soon, Adele will go to live at a school, Jane,’ he 
said. ‘Then, I will not want a governess here. Will you 
be sad then, Jane? Will you leave Thornfield Hall?’ 

‘Leave?’ I said quickly. ‘Must I leave Thornfield?’ 

‘My dear —’ Mr Rochester stopped. He was silent 
for a moment. Then he said, ‘1 am going to be married 
soon.’ 

‘Oh, sir,’ I said. ‘Then I must go far away. Far away 
from Thornfield. Far away from you, sir.’ I started to 
cry. 

‘I will always remember you, Jane,’ Mr Rochester 
said. ‘Will you forget me?’ 

‘No, sir,’ I replied. ‘I will never forget you. I don’t 
want to leave Thornfield, sir. I don’t want to leave 
you.’ 

‘Don’t leave, Jane,’ Mr Rochester said. ‘Stay here.’ 
He smiled at me. 

‘I must not stay here, sir,’ I said. ‘You are going to 
marry Miss Ingram. I am poor. I do not have a pretty 
face. But I have a heart. It is a loving heart, sir!’ 

‘Jane - I am not going to marry Miss Ingram,’ Mr 
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Rochester said. ‘She is rich. She is beautiful. You are 
poor. You are not beautiful. But I want to marry you! 
Will you marry me, Jane?’ 

For a moment, I could not speak. 

At last, I asked, ‘Do you love me, sir?’ 

‘I do,’ he replied. 

‘Then, sir, I will marry you,’ I said. 

And Mr Rochester kissed me. 
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‘My dearest Jane,’ he said. ‘Nothing can stop our 
marriage now. We will be married in a month, Jane!’ 

We kissed again. Then I said goodnight and I went 
into the house. I went upstairs to my room. 

Later, I remembered my Uncle John Eyre’s letter. 

‘1 will write to him in Madeira,’ I said to myself. ‘I 
will tell him about my marriage to Mr Rochester. I am 
very happy. My uncle will be happy too.’ 
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Four weeks passed. Mr Rochester was going to buy 
me many beautiful things. He was going to give me 
many presents. But I did not want these things. 

‘No, Edward,’ I said. ‘I am not beautiful. I don’t 
want beautiful things. I want you, Edward.’ 

It was the month of July. Two days before our wedding- 
day, Mr Rochester went away. 

‘1 will return tomorrow,’ he said. ‘I love you, Jane.’ 

That night, I went to my bedroom early. My wed¬ 
ding dress and my wedding veil were in my room. I 
looked at them. 

‘In two days, 1 will be Jane Rochester,’ I said to 
myself. Then I went to bed. But I did not sleep well. 

The next day, Mr Rochester returned. He looked at 
me carefully. 

‘What is wrong, Jane?’ he asked. ‘Your face is pale. 
Are you frightened?’ 

‘I had a very strange dream last night,’ I said. ‘It was 
a dream about this house. But in my dream, Thornfield 
Hall had no roof. The walls were burnt. They were 
black. In my dream, I tried to find you. But you were 
not in the house.’ 

‘Are you afraid of a dream, Jane?’ Mr Rochester 
asked. 

‘No, Edward,’ I replied. ‘But I woke up from my 
dream. There was a woman in my room. She was tall 
and heavy. She had long, black hair.’ 

‘The woman was holding a candle,’ I said. ‘She put 
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the candle by my mirror. She put my wedding veil over 
her head and she looked in the mirror. Then I saw her 
face!’ 

‘It was a strange, terrible face, Edward,’ I said. 
‘Suddenly, the woman tore my veil into two pieces. 
She threw the pieces on the floor!’ 

‘What happened next?’ Mr Rochester asked. 

‘The woman held her candle near my face,’ I 
replied. ‘She looked at me and she laughed. Then she 
went away.’ 



‘This happened in your dream, Jane,’ Mr Rochester 
said. 

‘It did not happen in my dream, Edward,’ I said. 
‘This morning, my wedding veil was on the floor of my 
room. It was torn. It was in two pieces!’ 

‘But the woman did not hurt you, Jane,’ Mr 
Rochester said. ‘Sleep in Adele’s room tonight, my 
dear. You will have no more bad dreams.’ 


45 



9 


Mr Rochester’s Wife 

It was our wedding day. We were going to be married 
in a church near Thornfield Hall. After the marriage, 
we were going to travel to London. 

I got up early. I put on my wedding dress and I went 
downstairs. Mr Rochester was waiting for me. At eight 
o’clock, we walked together to the church. The clergy¬ 
man was standing by the door of the church. 

There were two other people inside the church - 
two men. They were sitting in a dark corner. I could 
not see them very well. 

The clergyman started to speak. At every marriage, 
the clergyman asks an important question. He asks the 
people in the church, ‘Is there a problem about this 
marriage?’ 

The clergyman spoke loudly. He asked this question 
and he waited. There was silence for a moment. And 
then one of the men in the dark corner stood up. He 
spoke loudly. 

‘There is a problem. These two people must not be 
married!’ he said. 

‘There is not a problem!’ Mr Rochester said to the 
clergyman. ‘Please go on with the marriage.’ 

‘No, I cannot go on with the marriage,’ the clergy¬ 
man replied. He spoke to the man in the comer. 

‘What is the problem, sir?’ he asked. 
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Mr Rochester turned and looked at the man. 

‘Who are you? What do you know about me?’ he 
asked angrily. 
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‘My name is Briggs, sir. I am a lawyer,’ the man 
replied. ‘I know many things about you. Fifteen years 
ago, you were married in the West Indies. Your wife’s 
name is Bertha Mason. She is alive. She lives at 
Thornfield Hall.’ 

‘How do you know that?’ Mr Rochester shouted. 

The other man in the dark corner stood up. He 
walked towards us. It was Richard Mason. 

‘Bertha Mason is my sister,’ he said. ‘I saw her at 
Thornfield Hall in April.’ 

Mr Rochester’s face was pale. For a minute he was 
silent. Then he spoke quietly. 

‘It is true,’ he said. ‘My wife is living at Thornfield 
Hall. She is mad. Come to the house - all of you! 
Come and see Mrs Rochester! Come and see the mad¬ 
woman!’ 

We all left the church. Nobody spoke. 

At Thornfield, Mrs Fairfax and Adele were waiting 
for us. They were smiling happily. 

‘Nobody will be happy today!’ Mr Rochester said. 
‘We are not married!’ 

Briggs, Mr Mason, the clergyman and I followed Mr 
Rochester. We followed him up the stairs. He took us 
to the top corridor. He unlocked a door and we went 
into a small room. I had seen this room before! 

We walked through the room to another door. Mr 
Rochester unlocked this door and we saw a larger 
room. 

Grace Poole was sitting in the room. But another 
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woman was there too. She was tall and heavy. Her dark 
hair was in front of her face. The woman turned and 
looked at us. I knew that terrible, mad face. I had seen 
it in my bedroom, two nights before. 

The madwoman saw Mr Rochester. She screamed 
and she ran towards him. 

‘Be careful, sir!’ Grace Poole said. 

The madwoman was very strong. She screamed and 
she hit Mr Rochester. But Mr Rochester held her arms. 
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‘This woman is my wife!’ Mr Rochester said angrily. 
‘I wanted to forget about her. I wanted to marry this 
young girl, Jane Eyre. Was I wrong?’ 

He was silent for a few moments. Then he spoke 
quietly. 

‘Yes. I was wrong,’ he said. ‘I love Jane Eyre. But I 
was wrong. Now, go, all of you. I must take care of my 
mad wife!’ 


I went slowly downstairs. Mr Briggs, the lawyer, spoke 
to me. 

‘I am sorry for you, Miss Eyre,’ he said. ‘You did 
nothing wrong. Your uncle, John Eyre, is sorry for you 
too. He read your letter. And then he met Richard 
Mason in Madeira. Your uncle is dying, Miss Eyre. He 
could not come to England. He sent me here. He 
wanted me to stop this marriage.’ 
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I did not answer. I went to my room and I locked 
the door. I took off my wedding dress. I put on a plain 
black dress. I lay down on my bed. 

‘I am Jane Eyre today,’ I thought. ‘I will be Jane Eyre 
tomorrow. I will never be Jane Rochester. I must leave 
Thomfield Hall. I must never see Mr Rochester again. 
My life here is finished.’ 

Many hours later, I got off the bed. I unlocked my 
door. Mr Rochester was waiting outside my room. 



‘You are unhappy, Jane,’ he said. ‘I am very, very 
sorry. Jane, we will leave Thornfield. We will go to 
another country. We will be happy again.’ 

‘I cannot be your wife. I cannot live with you,’ I 
said. ‘I must leave you, Edward.’ 
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‘Listen, Jane,’ Mr Rochester said. ‘My father wanted 
me to marry Bertha Mason. Her family was very rich. I 
married her. My father was happy. But I was not happy. 
Bertha was mad, and she was a bad woman. Nobody 
told me about her. She was married to me, but she met 
other men. She was drunk every day. She tried to kill 
me many times.’ 

‘After four years, I brought Bertha here to 
Thornfield Hall,’ Mr Rochester said. ‘Then I went 
away. Grace Poole took care of Bertha. I met other 
women. One of them was a French singer. She was 
Adele’s mother. Adele is my daughter, Jane. But I did 
not love the French singer. I did not love anybody. I 
came home to Thornfield Hall. Then you came here 
and I loved you. I will always love you. Please stay with 
me, Jane.’ 

‘No, Edward,’ I said. ‘I am going away. We will be 
unhappy. But we must not be together. Goodbye, 
Edward.’ 

‘Oh, Jane! Jane, my love!’ Mr Rochester said. ‘Don’t 
leave me!’ 

1 kissed Mr Rochester. ‘God will help you, Edward,’ 
I said. 

Quickly, I went into my room. I put some clothes 
into a bag. Later, 1 heard Mr Rochester go into his 
room. Very quietly, I went downstairs. 1 opened the 
small door at the side of the house. I left Thornfield 
Hall and I walked to the road. It was dark. 

Soon, a coach came along the road. I gave all my 
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money to the driver of the coach. I got into the coach. 


Many hours later, the coach stopped. It was ten o’clock 
in the morning. 

‘You must give me more money now,’ the driver 
said. 

‘I have no more money,’ I said. 

‘You have no more money? Then you must get out 
of the coach,’ the driver said. 

I got down onto the road. The coach moved away 
quickly. But I had left my bag in the coach. 



I looked around me. I was on a cold, empty moor. I 
was tired and hungry. I walked and walked. I had no 
money. I had no food. I walked until the evening 
came. At last, I lay down on the ground. I fell asleep 
immediately. 
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Moor House 

The next morning, I woke late. I walked along the 
road for many miles. It started to rain. Soon my clothes 
were wet. I saw no one. I walked on the moor all day. 
In the evening, I was very tired again. 

‘I must sleep soon,’ I thought. ‘Where shall I sleep?’ 
Then I saw a light. I walked slowly towards it. The 
rain was falling heavily. But I saw a house near the road. 
I walked up to the house. I knocked on the door. I wait¬ 
ed, but nobody opened the door. I stood outside the 
house. I was very cold and very tired. I could not move. 

‘I am going to die here,’ I said. 

Then I heard a young man’s voice. The man was 
standing behind me. 

‘No, you will not die at Moor House,’ the man said. 
Then he unlocked the door of the house. 

He took me into the house. He took me into a 
warm sitting-room. 

‘Please sit down,’ he said. 

Two pretty young women came into the room. 

‘Give this poor woman some food, Diana,’ the 
young man said. ‘Give her some dry clothes, Mary.’ 
Then he spoke to me again. 

‘My name is St John Rivers,’ he said. ‘These are my 
sisters, Diana and Mary. What is your name, young 
woman?’ 


54 




‘My name is Jane — Elliot,’ I said. I closed my eyes. 
‘Jane is very tired,’ Diana said. ‘She must go to bed 


now. 


I stayed in bed at Moor House for three days 


Diana and Mary Rivers were governesses. They were 
staying at Moor House for a few days. St John, their 
brother, was a clergyman. They were very kind to me. 
Soon, we were good friends. 
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One day, St John asked me about my life. 

‘I was a governess too,’ I told him. And 1 told him 
about Lowood School. But I did not tell him about 
Thornfield Hall. I did not tell him about Mr 
Rochester. 

‘I want to work, St John,’ I said. ‘Will you help me?’ 

‘I have a plan,’ St John said. ‘A few miles from here, 
there is a village. Many of the girls in the village can¬ 
not read or write. I am going to pay for a girls’ school 
in the village. But I must find a teacher for these girls.’ 

‘I will teach them, St John,’ I said. 

‘Good!’ he said. ‘There will be a small house next to 
the school. You will live there.’ 

Three days later, a letter arrived for St John. 

‘Diana, Mary - our Uncle John is dead,’ he told his 
sisters. ‘But we will not have any of his money.’ 

He gave the letter to his sisters. They read it. 

‘Uncle John was our mother’s brother,’ Diana told 
me. ‘He was very rich. But he has given all his money 
to another niece. We do not know her.’ 


Soon, I went to live in the village. I lived in the house 

» 

next to the school. Every day, I taught the girls. My 
pupils worked hard. But I was not happy. Every day, 1 
thought about Edward Rochester. 

‘Does he think about me?’ I asked myself. 

Four months passed. 

One day, St John Rivers came to my house. He was 
holding a letter. He was worried. 
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‘What is wrong?’ I asked. 

‘I want to ask you three questions, Jane,’ he replied. 
‘Is your name Jane Elliot? Do you have another name? 
Do you know Jane Eyre?’ 

I looked at him for a moment. I did not speak. 

‘I have some news for Jane Eyre,’ St John said. ‘Jane 
Eyre was a pupil at Lowood School. And she was a 
teacher there. Then she was a governess at Thornfield 
Hall - the home of Mr Edward Rochester.’ 

‘How do you know this?’ I asked. ‘What do you 
know about Mr Rochester? How is he?’ 

‘I don’t know,’ St John said. ‘This letter is from a 
lawyer. The lawyer tells a story about Mr Rochester. 
Mr Rochester had a mad wife. But he tried to marry 
Jane Eyre. She left Thornfield. Now this lawyer, Mr 
Briggs, is trying to find her.’ 

‘I will tell you the truth, St John,’ I said. ‘My name 
is not Jane Elliot. My name is Jane Eyre. And I was a 
governess at Thornfield Hall. I know Mr Rochester. 
Did Mr Briggs write anything about Mr Rochester?’ 

‘No. The letter is about you, Jane,’ St John said. 
‘Your uncle, John Eyre is dead. John Eyre has given you 
twenty thousand pounds. You are rich, Jane.’ 

‘But why did Mr Briggs write to you?’ I asked. 

‘My mother’s name was Eyre,’ St John said. ‘She was 
your father’s sister, Jane.’ 

‘Then you, Diana and Mary are my cousins!’ I said. 

I thought carefully for a moment. 

‘Write to Diana and Mary,’ I said. ‘They must come 
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home. I will give all of you some of Uncle John’s 
money.’ 

The next day, I wrote to Mr Briggs. I gave St John, 
Diana and Mary five thousand pounds each. I wrote to 
Mrs Fairfax too, but she did not reply. 


Six months passed. I heard nothing from Thornfield 
Hall. I heard nothing about Mr Rochester. 

Then, one day, I was walking on the moor. 
Suddenly, I heard a voice. There was nobody on the 
moor. But the voice was calling my name - ‘Jane! Jane! 
Jane!’ 



‘That is Mr Rochester’s voice,’ I said to myself. 
Then I shouted, ‘I am coming, Edward. I am coming!’ 

I ran to Moor House. I spoke to my cousins. 

‘I am going to Thornfield Hall tomorrow,’ I told 
them. I began my journey the next day. 
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Two days later, I got out of a coach. I was standing on 
the road near Thornfield Hall. I ran across the fields. 
Was Mr Rochester at Thornfield? Was he ill? 

And then I saw the house. The house had no roof. 
Its walls were burnt and black. Nobody was living 
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I looked at the burnt, black house. I had seen this 
before. I had seen it in a dream! I was frightened. 
Where was Edward Rochester? 

I went to the village of Hay. I asked about 
Thornfield Hall. I asked about Mr Rochester. 

‘Three months ago, there was a fire at Thornfield 
Hall,’ a man told me. ‘The madwoman burnt the 
house. She was Mr Rochester’s wife.’ 

‘Was Mr Rochester in the house?’ I asked. 

‘Yes, he was there,’ the man replied. ‘He tried to 
save his wife’s life. He went into the burning house. 
But the madwoman jumped from the roof. She died.’ 

‘Was Mr Rochester hurt?’ I asked quickly. 

‘Yes, he was badly hurt,’ the man said. ‘He is blind - 
he can’t see. And he has only one hand.’ 

‘Where is he?’ I asked. ‘Where is he?’ 

‘He is living at Ferndean. It is an old house, about 
thirty miles away,’ the man said. 

‘Do you have a carriage? I asked. ‘I must go to 
Ferndean immediately.’ 

1 got out of the carriage near Ferndean. I walked to the 
house. 1 knocked on the door. A servant opened it. 1 
knew her. 

‘Oh, Miss Eyre! You have come,’ she said. ‘Mr 
Rochester has been calling your name.’ 

A bell rang in another room. 

‘That is Mr Rochester’s bell,’ the woman said. ‘He 
wants some candles.’ 
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There were two candles on a table near the door. 
The woman lit them and she picked them up. 

‘Mr Rochester is blind, but he always burns candles 
in his room in the evenings,’ she said. 

‘Give the candles to me.’ I said. ‘I’ll take them to 
him.’ 

I opened the door of Mr Rochester’s room. His 
black-and-white dog was sitting by the fire. The dog 
jumped up and ran towards me. 

‘Who is there?’ Mr Rochester said. 

‘Don’t you know me, Edward?’ I asked. ‘Your dog 
knows me.’ 

I put the candles on a table. I held Mr Rochester’s 
hand. 

‘I know that voice. And I know this little hand,’ Mr 
Rochester said. ‘Is that you, Jane?’ 

‘Yes, sir, I have found you at last,’ I said. ‘I will never 
leave you again.’ Then I told Mr Rochester my story. 

‘Why did you leave your cousins, Jane?’ Mr 
Rochester asked. ‘Why did you come back to me? I am 
blind. I have only one hand.’ 

‘I will take care of you, Edward,’ I said. 

‘But I don’t want a servant,’ Mr Rochester replied. ‘I 
want a wife.’ 

‘You will have a wife, Edward,’ I said. ‘I will be your 
wife. I will marry you. I loved you very much at 
Thomfield Hall. Now I love you more.’ 
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Exercises 


Making Sentences 

Write questions for the answers. 

1 Where did Jane Eyre grow up? 

Jane Eyre grew up at Gateshead Hall. 

2 !... 

She lived with her aunt and uncle because her parents were dead. 

3 How 

Jane was ten years old in 1825. 

4 What 

Her cousins were called John and Eliza Reed. 

5 Did 

No, Mrs Reed did not like Jane. 

6 Where 

Mrs Reed sent Jane to Lowood School. 

7 Who 

Mr Brockiehurst was the owner of Lowood School. 

8 

No, Lowood School wasn’t a healthy place. 

9 How 

Jane stayed at the school for eight years. 

10 W!* ?!.... 

Jane became a governess in 1833. 
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Jane Eyre 

Complete the information about Jane Eyre in 
August 1833. 



r Date: 

August 1833 ^ 

Name: 


Age: 


Job: 


Subjects: 






Address: 

V 

_/ 


Choose the Verb 


Complete the gaps with the correct verb form from the brackets. 

I turned and I 1 ..(looked / looks) up at my new 

home. Thornfield Hall 2 . (were / was) a 

beautiful house with many large windows. The garden was beautiful too. 

After a few minutes, Mrs Fairfax 1 . (was 

coming / came) into the garden. She spoke to me. 

‘Good morning, Miss Eyre,’ she said. ‘You 4 . 

(were waking / have woken) early. Miss Adele 
5 . (is / was) here. After breakfast, you must 
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take her to the schoolroom. She 6 
must) begin her lessons.’ 


(had to / 


A pretty little girl walked towards me. She spoke to me in French and 1 
7 . (replied / have replied) in French. 

After breakfast, 1 8 . (took / was taking) 

Adele to the schoolroom. We worked all morning. Adele enjoyed her 
lessons and 1 9 . (am / was) happy. 

In the afternoon, Mrs Fairfax 10 . (took / 

takes) me into all the rooms of Thornfield Hall. We looked at the 

paintings and at the beautiful furniture. We 11 . 

(have walked / walked) along the corridors. 

‘Come up onto the roof, Miss Eyre,’ Mrs Fairfax said. ‘You 

12 . (saw / will see) the beautiful countryside around 

Thornfield Hall.’ 

Multiple Choice 1 

Tick the best answer. 

1 Who wrote to Jane Eyre from Thornfield Hall? 
a EH Edward Rochester. 

b \Zi Mrs Fairfax, 
c EH Grace Poole. 

2 Who was the owner of Thornfield Hall? 
a EH Edward Rochester. 

b EH Mrs Fairfax, 
c □ Mrs Varens. 


66 










3 Adele was Mr Rochester’s ward. What is a ward? 
a EH A child under the protection of an adult. 

b EH An orphan. 

c EH A child from another marriage. 

4 Mrs Fairfax said: ‘Mr Rochester is often away from home.’ Why? 
a EH He often sailed to the West Indies. 

b HE He had business on the island of Madeira, 
c EH He did not like Thomfield Hall. 

5 Jane heard strange laughter at the top of the house. Who was 
making the noise? Mrs Fairfax said it was: 

a EH Adele Varens. 
b EH Bertha Mason, 
c EH Grace Poole. 

6 Where did Jane meet Mr Rochester for the first time? 
a EH In the dining room at Thornfield Hall. 

b EH On the road to the village of Hay. 
c EH At Ingram Park. 

7 What had happened to Mr Rochester? 
a EH His dog had bitten him. 

b EH He had fallen off his horse, 
c □ He had lost his horse. 

8 What did Mr Rochester look like? 

a EH He was tall and handsome with dark brown hair, 
b EH He was tall and blond with blue eyes, 
c EH He had a strong face, dark eyes and black hair. 


67 



A Fire at Thomfield Hall 


Complete the gaps. Use each word or phrase in the box once. 


this burning coming night asleep sound mad 
smoke laughing answered candle outside 
opened heard open around myself room 

got out of door heard up put on quiet top 


It was March. One 1 . !}!§!}}. ., I was in bed. But I was not 

2 .The house was 3 .Suddenly, I 

heard a 4 .in the corridor 5 .my room. 

‘Who’s there?’ I said. Nobody 6 .Then I 

7 .a strange laugh. 

1 8 .my bed and 1 went quietly to the 

9 .I listened. I 10 .another 

sound. Somebody was walking 11 .the stairs to the 

12 .corridor. Then I heard somebody close a door. 


‘Was that Grace Poole?’ I said to 13 .‘Yes, it was 

Grace. Why is she 14 .? And why is she walking 

in the house at night? Is she 15 .? I must tell Mrs 

Fairfax about 16 .I will speak to her now.’ 


I 17 .some clothes and I 18 .the door. 

There was a 19 .on the floor outside my 

room. The candle was 20 .There was 


thick 21 .in the 

corridor. I went into the corridor. I looked 

22 .me. The door of 

Mr Rochester's bedroom was 

23 .And the 

smoke was 24 .from 

Mr Rochester's 25 .! 
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Writing 

There was a fire in Mr Rochester’s bedroom at Thornfield Hall. Jane 
rescued Mr Rochester. 



Look at the pictures and the notes. Write Jane’s story about the fire. 

1 run into Mr R’s room 


2 curtains on fire 

3 Mr R lying on bed 

4 Mr R asleep 
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Multiple Choice 2 

Tick the best answer. 

1 Jane looked at herself in a mirror. What did she think? 
a EH ‘I am not pretty and I am poor.’ 

b EH ‘I will make a good wife for Mr Rochester.’ 
c EH ‘I am beautiful and I will be rich.’ 

2 Mr Mason arrived at Thomfield Hall. Was Mr Rochester pleased? 
a EH Yes, he was very excited. 

b EH No, he was rather shocked, 
c EH No, he was very angry. 

3 What happened to Mr Mason? 
a □ Someone bit his arm. 

b EH Someone stabbed him. 
c EH Someone shot him. 

4 Aunt Reed showed Jane a letter from her uncle. What did it say? 
a EH Her parents were not dead. 

b EH He wanted her to live with him. 
c EH He wanted to give her all his money when he died. 

5 Who wanted to stop Jane and Mr Rochester’s marriage? 
a EH John Eyre. 

b EH Grace Poole, 
c EH Jane Eyre. 

6 Who were Diana, Mary and St John Rivers? 
a EH Jane’s sisters and brother. 

b EH Jane’s aunts and uncle, 
c EH Jane’s cousins. 

7 Jane found Mr Rochester at Ferndean. Why didn’t he know her 
at first? 

a EH Because he was blind, 
b □ Because he hadn’t seen her for a long time, 
c EH Because she had changed a lot. 
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Rochester at once harsh-featured and melancholy-looking. 
I saw them smile, laungh—it was nothing; the light of the 
candles had as much soul in it as their smile; the tinkle of 
the bell as much significance as their laugh. I saw Mr. 
Rochester smile—his stern features softened; his eye grew 
both brilliant and gentle, its ray both searching and sweet. 
He was talking, at the moment, to Louisa and Amy Eshton. 
I wondered to see them receive with calm that look which 
seemed to me so penetrating; I expected their eyes to fall. 
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their colour to rise under it; yet I was glad when I found 
they were in no sense moved. ‘He is not to them what he 
is to me,’ I thought: ‘he is not of their kind. I believe 
he is of mine;—I am sure he is,—I feel akin to him,—I 
understand the language of his countenance and movements ; 
though rank and wealth sever us widely, I have something 
in my brain and heart, in my blood and nerves, that assimi- 
lates me mentally to him. Did I say, a few days since, that 
T had nothing to do with him but to receive my salary at his 
hands? Did I forbid myself to think of him in any other 
light than as a’ paymaster? Blasphemy against nature! 
Every good, true, vigorous feeling I have, gathers impulsively 
round him. I know I must conceal my sentiments; I must 
smother hope; I must remember that he cannot care much 
for me. For when I say that I am of his kind, I do not mean 
that I have his force to influence, and his spell to attract; I 
mean only that I have certain tastes and feelings in common 
with him. I must then repeat continually that we are for 
ever sundered ;—and yet, while I breathe and think I must 
love him.’ 

Coffee is handed. The ladies, since the gentlemen 
entered, have become lively as larks; conversation waxes 
brisk and merry. Colonel Dent and Mr. Eshton argue on 
politics ; their wives listen. The two proud dowagers, Lady 
Lynn and Lady Ingram, confabulate together. Sir George— 
whom, by-the-by, I have forgotten to describe—a very big 
and very fresh-looking country gentleman, stands before 
their sofa, coffee-cup in hand, and occasionally puts in a 
word. Mr. Frederick Lynn has taken a seat beside Mary 
Ingram, and is showing her the engravings of a splendid 
volume; she looks, smiles now and then, but apparently 
says little. The tall and phlegmatic Lord Ingram leans 
with folded arms on the chair-back of the little and lively 
Amy Eshton; she glances up at him, and chatters like a 
wren: she likes him better than she does Mr. Rochester. 
Henry Lynn has taken possession of an ottoman at the feet 
of Louise; Adéle shares it with him: he is trying to talk 
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French with her, and Louisa laughs at his blunders.. With 
whom will Blanche Ingram pair? She is standing alone at 
the table, bending gracefully over an album. She seems 
waiting to be sought; but she poe not wait too eo she 
herself selects a mate. 

Mr. Rochester, having quited the Eshtons, stants on 
the hearth as solitary as she stands by the table; she con- 
fronts him, taking her station on the opposite side of the 
mantelpiece. : es “a 

‘Mr. a I thought yous were not Tend of 
children?’ : : 

‘Nor am I.’ 

‘Then, what induced -you to take’ ctisiije of such a little 
doll as that?’ (pointing to Adéle). ‘ Where did you pick 
her up?’ 

‘IT did not pick her up, she was left on my hands.’ 

‘You should have sent her to school.’ 

‘I could not afford it; schools are so dear.’ 

‘Why, I suppose you have a governess for her; I saw a 
person with her just now—is she gone? Oh, no, there she 
is still behind the window-curtain. You pay her, of course. 
I should think it quite as expensive—more so, for you have 
them both to keep in addition.’ 

I feared—or should I say, hoped—the allusion fe me 
would make Mr. Rochester glance my way; and I involun- 
_ tarily shrank further into the shade; but he never turned 
his eyes. 

‘T have not considered the subject,’ said he indifferently, 
looking straight before him. 

‘No—you men never do consider economy and common 
sense. You should hear mamma on the chapter of gov- 
ernesses. Mary and I have had, I should think, a dozen at 
least in our day; half of them detestable and the rest 
ridiculous, and all incubi—were they not, mamma?’ 

‘Did you speak, my own?’ 

The young lady thus claimed as the dowager’s special 
property reiterated her question with an explanation. 
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‘My dearest, don’t mention governesses; the word 
makes me nervous. I have suffered a martyrdom from 
their incompetency and caprice; I thank Heaven I have 
now done with them !’ 

Mrs. Dent here bent over to the pious lady, and whispered 
something in her ear; I suppose, from the answer elicited, 
it was a reminder that one of the anathematised race was 
present. 

‘Tant pis!’ said her ladyship, ‘I hope it may do her 
good.’ Then, in a lower tone, but still loud enough for me 
to hear, ‘I noticed her; I am a judge of physiognomy, and 
in hers I see all the faults of her class.’ 

‘What are they, madam?’ inquired Mr. Rochester 
aloud. 

‘T will tell you in your private ear,’ replied she, wagging 
her turban three times with portentous significancy. 

‘But my curiosity will be past its appetite ; it craves food 
now.’ 

‘ Ask Blanche ; she is nearer you than I.’ 

‘Oh, don’t refer him to me, mamma! I have just one 
word to say of the whole tribe; they are a nuisance. Not 
that I ever suffered much from them ; I took care to turn the 
tables. What tricks Theodore and I used to play on our 
Miss Wilsons, and Mrs. Greys, and Madame Jouberts ! 
Mary was always too sleepy to join in a plot with spirit. The 
best fun was with Madame Joubert. Miss Wilson was a poor 
sickly thing, lachrymose and low-spirited: not worth the 
trouble of vanquishing, in short; and Mrs. Grey was coarse 
and insensible: no blow took effect on her. But poor 
Madame Joubert! I see her yet in her raging passions, when 
we had driven her to extremities—spilt our tea, crumbled our 
bread and butter, tossed our books up to the ceiling, and 
played a charivari with the ruler and desk, the fender and 
fire-irons. Theodore, do you remember those merry days?’ 

‘Yaas, to be sure I do,’ drawled Lord Ingram; ‘and the 
poor old stick used to cry out, “ Oh, you villains childs!” and 
then we sermonised her on the presumption of attempting to 
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teach such clever blades as we were, when she was herself 
so ignorant.’ 

‘We did; and Tedo, you know I helped you in prose- 
cuting (or persecuting) your tutor, whey-faced Mr. Vining— 
the parson in the pip, as we used to call him. Heand Miss 
Wilson took the liberty of falling in love with each other— 
at least Tedo and I thought so; we surprised sundry tender 
glances and sighs which we interpreted as tokens of “la 
belle passion,” and I promise you the public soon had the 
benefit of our discovery ; we employed it as a sort of lever to 
hoist our dead-weights from the house. Dear mamma, there, 
as soon as she got an inkling of the business, found out that 
it was of an immoral tendency. Did you not, my lady- 
mother ?’ 

‘Certainly, my best. And I was quite right, depend on 
that: there are a thousand reasons why liaisons between 
governesses and tutors should never be tolerated a moment 
in any well-regulated house ; firstly,——’ 

‘Oh, gracious, mamma! Spare us the enumeration! Au 
reste, we all know them : danger of bad example to innocence 
of childhood—distractions and consequent neglect of duty 
on the part of the attached—mutual alliance and reliance ; 
confidence thence resulting—insolence accompanying— 
mutiny and general blow-up. Am I right, Baroness Ingram, 
of Ingram Park?’ 

‘My lily-flower, you are right now, as always.’ 

‘Then no more need be said ; change the subject.’ 

Amy Eshton, not hearing or not heeding this dictum, 
joined in with her soft infantine tone : ‘ Louisa and I used to 
quiz our governess too ; but she was such a good creature, she 
would bear anything; nothing put her out. She was never 
cross with us; was she, Louisa?’ 

‘No, never; we might do what we pleased—ransack her 
desk and her workbox, and turn her drawers inside out ; 
and she was so good-natured, she would give us anything 
we asked for.’ 

‘I suppose now,’ said Miss Ingram, curling her lips 
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sarcastically, ‘we shall have an abstract of the memoirs of all 
the governesses extant ; in order to avert such a visitation, 
I again move thé introdtiction of a new topic. Mr. Rochester, 

do you second my motion?’ 

‘Madam, I support you on this: sore as on every other.’ 

‘Then on me be the onus of bringing it forward. Signor 
Eduardo, are you in voice to-night?’ 

‘Donna Bianca, if you command it, I will be.’ 

‘© Then, signor, I lay'on you my sovereign behest to fur- 
bish up your lungs and other vocal organs, as they will be 
wanted on my royal service.’ 

‘Who would not be the Rizzio of so divine a Mary ?’ 

‘A fig for Rizzio!’ cried she, tossing her head with all 
its curls, as she moved to the piano. ‘It is my opinion the 
fiddler David must have been an insipid sort of fellow ; I like 
black Bothwell better.. To my mind a man is nothing without 
a spice of the devil in him; and history may say what it will 
of James Hepburn, but I have a, notion he was just the sort 
of wild, fierce, bandit hero whom I could have consented ta 
gift with my hand,’ 

‘Gentlemen, you hear! Now which of you most re- 
sembles Bothwell?’ cried Mr. Rochester. 

‘I should say the preference les with you,’ responded 
Colonel Dent. 

‘On my honour, J am much obliged to you,’ was the reply, 

Miss Ingram, who had now seated herself with proud grace 
at the piano, spreading out her snowy robes in queenly ampli- 
tude, commenced a brilliant prelude; talking meantime. 
She appeared to be on her high-horse to-night; both her 
words and her air seemed intended to excite not only the 
admiration, but the amazement of her auditors; she ‘was 
evidently bent on striking them as something bade. dashing 
and daring indeed. - 

‘Oh, I am so sick of the young men of the present day! . 
exclaimed she, rattling away at the instrument. ‘Poor 
puny things not fit to stir a step beyond papa’s park-gates : 
nor to go even so far without mamma’s permission and 
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guardianship! Creatures so absorbed in. care about their 
pretty faces and their white hands, and their small feet ; as if 
aman had anything to do with beauty ! As if loveliness 
were not the special prerogative of woman—her legitimate 
appanage and heritage! I grant an ugly woman is a blot on 
the fair face of creation; but as to the gentlemen, let them 
be solicitous to possess only strength and valour: let their 
motto be—Hunt, shoot, and fight; the rest is not worth a 
fillip. Such should be my device, were I a man.’ 

‘ Whenever I marry,’ she continued after a pause which 
none interrupted, ‘I am resolved my husband shall not be a 
rival, but a foil to me. I will suffer no competitor near the 
throne ; I shall exact an undivided homage; his devotions 
shall not be shared between me and:the shape he sees in his 
mirror. Mr. Rochester, now sing, and I will play for you.’ 

‘I am all obedience,’ was the response. 

‘Here then is a Corsair-song. Know that I doat on 
Corsairs ; and for that reason, sing it ‘con spirito.”’ 

‘Commands from Miss Tngram's lips would put spe 
into a mug of milk and water.’ 

‘Take care, then: if you. don’t planes me, I will Sane 
you by showing how such things should be done.’ 

‘ That is offering a ee on Misia ; I shall now 
endeavour to fail.’. ' 

‘Gardez-vous en bien! If you err wilfully, I shall devise 
a proportionate punishment.’ 

‘Miss Ingram ought to be clement, for she has it in her 
power to inflict a chastisement beyond mortal endurance.’ 

‘Ha! explain!’ commanded the lady. 

‘Pardon me, madam ; no need of explanation ; your own 
fine sense must inform you that one of your frowns would 
be a sufficient substitute for capital punishment.’ 

‘Sing!’ said she, and again touching the piano, she 
commenced an accompaniment in spirited style. 

‘ Now is my time to slip away,’ thought I; but the tones 
that then severed the air arrested me. Mrs. Fairfax had 
said Mr. Rochester possessed a fine voice ; he did—a mellow 
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powerful bass, into which he threw his own feeling, his own 
force ; finding a way through the ear to the heart, and there 
waking sensation strangely. I waited till the last deep and 
full vibration had expired—till the tide of talk, checked an 
instant, had resumed its flow; I then quitted my sheltered 
corner and made my exit by the side-door, which was 
fortunately near. Thence a narrow passage led into the 
hall; in crossing it, I perceived my sandal was loose; I 
stopped to tie it, kneeling down for that purpose on the mat 
at the foot of the staircase. I heard the dining-room door 
unclose ; a gentleman came out; rising hastily, I stood face 
to face with him; it was Mr. Rochester. 

‘How do you do?’ he asked. 

‘T am very well, sir.’ 

‘Why did you not come and speak to me in the room?’ 

I thought I might have retorted the question on him who 
put it; but I would not take that freedom. I answered :— 
‘I did not wish to disturb you, as you seemed engaged, sir.’ 

‘What have you been doing during my absence ?’ 

‘Nothing particular ; teaching Adéle as usual.’ 

‘And getting a good deal paler than you were—as I saw 
at first sight. What is the matter?’ 

‘Nothing at all, sir.’ 

‘Did you take any cold that night you half drowned 
me?’ 

‘ Not the least.’ 

‘Return to the drawing-room; you are deserting too 
early.’ 

‘T am tired, sir.’ 

He looked at me for a minute. 

‘And a litile depressed,’ he said. ‘What about? Tell 
me.’ : 

‘ Nothing—nothing, sir. I am not depressed.’ 

‘But I affirm that you are : so much depressed that a few 
more words would bring tears to your eyes—indeed, they are 
there now, shining and swimming ; and a bead has slipped 
from the lash and fallen on to the flag. If I had time, and 
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was not in mortal dread of some prating prig of a servant 
passing, I would know what all this means. Well, to-night 
I excuse you; but understand that so long as my visitors 
stay, I expect you to appear in the drawing-room every 
evening; it is my wish; don’t neglect it. Now go, and 
send Sophie for Adéle. Good-night, my——’ He stopped, 
bit his lip, and abruptly left me. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


Merry days were these at Thornfield Hall; and busy days 
too: how different from the first three months of stillness, 
monotony, and solitude I had passed beneath its roof! All 
sad feelings seemed now driven from the house, all gloomy 
associations forgotten : there was life everywhere, movement 
all day long. You could not now traverse the gallery, once 
so hushed, nor enter the front chambers, once so tenantless, 
without encountering a smart lady’s maid, or a dandy 
valet. 

The kitchen, the butler’s pantry, the servants’ hall, the 
entrance hall, were equally alive ; and the saloons were only 
left void and still when the blue sky and halcyon sunshine of 
the genial spring weather called their occupants out into the 
grounds. Even when that weather was broken, and con- 
tinuous rain set in for some days, no damp seemed cast over 
enjoyment; indoor amusements only became more lively 
and varied, in consequence of the stop put to outdoor 
gaiety. 

I wondered what they were going to do the first evening 
a change of entertainment was proposed; they spoke of 
‘playing charades,’ but in my ignorance I did not understand 
the term. The servants were called in, the dining-room 
tables wheeled away, the lights otherwise disposed, the chairs 
placed in a semicircle opposite the arch. While Mr. Rochester 
and the other gentlemen directed these alterations, the ladies 
were running up and down stairs ringing for their maids. 
Mrs. Fairfax was summoned to give information respecting 
the resources of the house in shawls, dresses, draperies of 
any kind; and certain wardrobes of the third story were 
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ransacked, and their contents, in the shape of brocaded and 
hooped petticoats, satin sacques, black modes, lace lappets, 
&e., were brought down in armfuls by the Abigails; then a 
gelestion was made, and such things as were chosen were 
carried to the boudoir within the drawing-room. 

Meantime, Mr. Rochester had again summoned the ladies’ 
round him, and was selecting certain of their number to be of 
his party. ‘Miss Ingram is mine, of course,’ said he; after- 
wards he named the two Misses Eshton, and Mrs. Dent. He 
looked at me; I happened to be near him, as I had been 
fastening the clasp of Mrs. Dent’s bracelet, which had got 
loose. 

«Will you play ?’ he asked. I shook my head. He did 
not insist, which I rather feared he would have done ; he 
allowed me to return quietly to my usual seat. 

He and his aids now withdrew behind the curtain; the 
other party, which was headed by Colonel Dent, sat down on 
the crescent of chairs. One of the gentlemen, Mr. Eshton, 
observing me, seemed to propose that I should be asked to 
join them; but Lady Ingram instantly negatived the 
notion. 

‘No,’ I heard her say: ‘she looks too stupid for any 
game of the sort.’ 

Ere long, a bell tinkled, and the curtain drew up. 
Within the arch the bulky figure of Sir George Lynn, whom 
Mr. Rochester had likewise chosen, was seen enveloped in a 
white sheet ; before him, on a table, lay open a large book ; 
and at his side stood Amy Eshton, draped in Mr. Rochester’s 
cloak, and holding a book in her hand. Somebody, unseen, 
rang the bell merrily ; then Adéle (who had insisted on being 
one of her guardian’s party), bounded forward, scattering 
round her the contents of a basket of flowers she carried on 
her arm. Then appeared the magnificent figure of Miss 
Ingram, clad in white, a long veil on her head, and a wreath 
of roses round her brow; by her side walked Mr. Rochester, 
and together they drew near the table. They knelt, while 
Mrs. Dent and Louisa Eshton, dressed also in white, took up 
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their stations behind them. A ceremony followed, in dumb 
show, in which it was easy to recognise the pantomime of a 
marriage. At its termination Colonel Dent and his party 
consulted in whispers for two minutes, then the Colonel called 
out,—‘ Bride!’ Mr. Rochester bowed, and the curtain 
fell. 

A considerable interval elapsed before it again rose. Its 
second rising displayed a more elaborately prepared scene than 
the last. The drawing-room, as I have before observed, was 
raised two steps above the dining-room, and on the top of the 
upper step, placed a yard or two back within the room, 
appeared a large marble basin, which I recognised as an 
ornament of the conservatory—where it usually stood, 
surrounded by exoties, and tenanted by gold fish—and 
whenee it must have been transported with some trouble, on 
account of its size and weight. 

Seated on the carpet, by the side of this basin, was seen 
Mr. Rochester, costumed in shawls, with a turban on his 
head. His dark eyes and swarth skin and Paynim features 
suited the costume exactly : he looked the very model of an 
Kastern emir; an agent or a vietim of the bowstring. 
Presently advanced into view Miss Ingram. She, too, was 
attired in Oriental fashion: a crimson searf tied sash-like 
round the waist ; an embroidered handkerchief knotted about 
her temples ; her beautifully-moulded arms bare, one of them 
up-raised in the aet of supporting a pitcher, poised gracefully 
on her head. Both her cast of form and feature, her 
complexion and her general air, suggested the idea of some 
Israelitish princess of the patriarchal days; and such was 
doubtless the character she intended to represent. 

She approached the basin, and bent over it as if to fill her 
pitcher; she again lifted it to her head. The personage on 
the well-brink now seemed to accost her; to make some 
request,—‘ She hasted, let down her piteher on her hand and 
gave him to drink.’ From the bosom of his robe he then 
produced a casket, opened it and showed magnificent 
bracelets and earrings; she acted astonishment and admira- 
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tion ; kneeling, he laid the treasure at her feet; incredulity 
and delight were expressed by her looks and gestures; the 
stranger fastened the bracelets on her arms, and the rings 
in her ears. It was Eliezer and Rebecca; the camels only 
were wanting. 

The divining party again laid their heads together ; 
apparently they could not agree about the word or syllable 
this scene illustrated. Colonel Dent, their spokesman, 
demanded ‘the tableau of the Whole’; whereupon the 
curtain again descended. 

On its third rising only a portion of the drawing-room 
was disclosed ; the rest being concealed by a screen, hung 
with some sort of dark and coarse drapery. The marble 
basin was removed ; in its place stood a deal table and a 
kitchen chair: these objects were visible by a very dim 
light proceeding from a horn lantern, the wax candles being 
all extinguished. 

Amidst this sordid scene sat a man with his clenched 
hands resting on his knees, and his eyes bent on the ground. 
I knew Mr. Rochester; though the begrimed face, the 
disordered dress (his coat hanging loose from one arm, as if 
it had been almost torn from his back in a scuffle), the 
desperate and scowling countenance, the rough, bristling 
hair might well have disguised him. As he moved a chain 
clanked; to his wrists were attached fetiters. 

‘Bridewell!’ exclaimed Colonel Dent, and the charade 
was solved. 

A sufficient interval having elapsed for the performers to 
resume their ordinary costume, they re-entered the dining- 
room. Mr. Rochester led in Miss Ingram ; she was compli- 
menting him on his acting. 

‘Do you know,’ said she, ‘ that, of the three characters, I 
liked you in the last best? Oh, had you but lived a few 
years earlier, what a gallant gentleman-highwayman you 
would have made !’ 

‘Ts all the soot washed from my face ?’ he asked, turning 
it towards her. 
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‘Alas, yes; the more’s the pity! Nothing could be more 
becoming to your complexion than that ruffian’s rouge.’ 

‘You would like a hero of the road then ?’ 

‘An English hero of the road would be the next best thing 
to an ahaa bandit ; and that could only be surpassed by Ay 
Levantine pirate.’ 

‘ Well, whatever I am, Sader you are my wife; we 
were married an hour, since, in the presence of all these 
witnesses.’ She giggled, and her colour rose. 

‘Now, Dent,’ continued Mr. Rochester, ‘it is your turn.’ 
And as the other party withdrew, he and his band took the 
vacated seats. Miss Ingram placed herself at her leader’s 
right hand; the other diviners filled the chairs on each side 
of him and her. I did not now watch the actors ; I no longer 
waited with interest for the curtain to rise; my attention was 
absorbed by the spectators; my eyes, erewhile fixed on the 
arch, were now irresistibly attracted to the semicircle of chairs, 
What charade Colonel Dent and his party played, what word 
they chose, how they acquitted themselves, I no longer 
remember ; but I still see the consultation which followed 
each scene: I see Mr. Rochester turn to Miss Ingram, and 
Miss Ingram to him; I see her incline her head towards him 
till the jetty curls almost touch his shoulder and wave against 
his cheek; I hear their mutual whisperings; I recall their 
interchanged glances; and something even of the feeling 
roused by the spectacle returns in memory at this moment. 

I have told you, reader, that I had learnt to love Mr. 
Rochester ; I could not unlove him now, merely because I 
found that he had ceased to notice me—because I might pass 
hours in his presence and he would never once turn his eyes 
in my direction—because I saw all his attentions appropriated 
by a great lady, who scorned to touch me with the hem of 
her robes as she passed ; who, if ever her dark and imperious 
eye fell on me by chance, would withdraw it instantly as from 
an object too mean to merit observation. I could not unlove 
him, because I felt sure he would soon marry this very lady— 
because J read daily in her a proud security in his inten- 
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tions respecting her—because I witnessed hourly in him 
a style of courtship which, if careless and choosing rather 
to be sought than to seek, was yet, in its very carelessness, 
captivating, and in its very pride, irresistible. 
’ There was nothing to cool or banish love in these cir- 
cumstances; though much to create despair. Much too, you 
will think, reader, to engender jealousy ; if a woman, in my 
position, could presume to be jealous of a woman in Miss 
Ingram’s. But I was not jealous; or very rarely ;—the 
nature of the pain I suffered could not be explained by that 
word.. Miss Ingram was a mark beneath jealousy: she was 
too inferior to excite the feeling. Pardon the seeming paradox ; 
I mean what Isay. She was very showy, but she was not 
genuine: she had a fine person; many brilliant attainments ; 
but her mind was poor, her heart barren by nature; nothing 
bloomed spontaneously on that soil; no unforced natural 
fruit delighted by its freshness. She was not good; she 
was not original: she used to repeat sounding phrases from 
books: she never offered, nor had, an opinion of her own. 
She advocated a high tone of sentiment; but she did not 
know the sensations of sympathy: and pity; tenderness and 
truth were not in.her. Too often she betrayed this, by the 
undue vent she gave to a spiteful antipathy she had con- 
ceived against little Adéle: pushing her away with some 
contumelious epithet if she happened to approach her; some- 
times ordering her from the room, and always treating her 
with coldness and acrimony. Other eyes besides mine 
watched these manifestations of character—watched them 
closely, keenly, shrewdly. Yes: the future bridegroom, Mr. 
Rochester himself, exercised over his intended a ceaseless 
surveillance : and it was from this sagacity—this guarded- 
ness of his—this perfect, clear consciousness of his fair one’s 
defects—this obvious absence of passion in his sentiments 
towards her, that my ever-torturing pain arose. 

I saw he was going to marry her, for family, perhaps 
political reasons; because her rank and connexions suited 
him; I felt he had not given her his love, and that. her 
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qualifications were ill adapted to win from him that treasure. 
This was the point—this was where the nerve was touched 
and teased—this was where the fever was sustained and fed : 
she could not charm him. 

If she had managed the victory at once, and he had 
yielded and sinccrely laid his heart at her feet, I should have 
covered my face, turned to the wall, and (figuratively) have 
died to them. If Miss Ingram had been a good and noble 
woman, endowed with force, fervour, kindness, sense, I 
should have had one vital struggle with two tigers—jealousy 
and despair : then, my heart torn out and devoured, I should 
have admired her—acknowledged her excellence, and been 
quiet for the rest of my days: and the more absolute her 
superiority, the deeper would have been my admiration— 
the more truly tranquil my quiescence. But as matters 
really stood, to watch Miss Ingram’s efforts at fascinating 
Mr. Rochester ; to witness their repeated failure—herself 
unconscious that they did fail; vainly fancying that each 
shaft launched hit the mark, and infatuatedly pluming her- 
self on success, when her pride and self-complacency repelled 
further and further what she wished to allure—to witness 
this, was to be at once under ceaseless excitation and ruth- 
less restraint. 

Because, when she failed, I saw how she might have 
succeeded. Arrows that continually glanced off from Mr. 
Rochester's breast and fell harmless at his feet, might, I 
knew, if shot by a surer hand, have quivered keen in his 
proud heart—have called love into his stern eye and softness 
into his sardonic face; or, better still, without weapons a 
silent conquest might have been won. 

‘Why can she not influence him more, when she is 
privileged to draw so near tohim?’ I asked myself. ‘ Surely 
she cannot truly like him, or not like him with true affection. 
If she did, she need not coin her smiles so lavishly, flash her 
glances so unremittingly, manufacture airs so elaborate, 
graces so multitudinous. It seems to me that she might, by 
merely sitting quietly at his side, saying little and looking 
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less, get nigher his heart. I have seen in his face a far 
different expression from that which hardens it now while 
she is so vivaciously accosting him; but then it came of 
itself, is was not elicited by meretricious arts and calculated 
manceuvres; and one had but to accept it—to answer what 
he asked without pretension, to address him when needful 
without grimace—and it increased and grew kinder and 
more genial, and warmed one like a fostering sunbeam. 
How will she manage to please him when they are married ? 
I do not think she will manage it; and yet it might be 
managed and his wife might, I verily believe, be the very 
happiest woman the sun shines on.’ 

I have not yet said anything condemnatory of Mr 
Rochester’s project of marrying for interest and connexions 
It surprised me when I first discovered that such was his 
intention ; I had thought him a man unlikely to be influenced 
by motives so commonplace in his choice of a wife; but the 
longer J considered the position, education, &c., of the parties, 
the less I felt justified in judging and blaming either him or 
Miss Ingram, for acting in conformity to ideas and principles 
instilled into them, doubtless, from their childhood. All 
their class held these principles ; I supposed, then, they had 
reasons for holding them such as I could not fathom. It 
seemed to me that, were I a gentleman like him, I would 
take to my bosom only such a wife as I could love; but the 
very obviousness of the advantages to the husband’s own 
happiness, offered by this plan, convinced me that there 
must be arguments against its general adoption of which I 
was quite ignorant; otherwise I felt sure all the world 
would act as I wished to act. 

But in other points, as well as this, 1 was growing very 
lenient to my master: I was forgetting all his faults, for 
which I had once kept a sharp look-out. It had formerly 
been my endeavour to study all sides of his character; to 
take the bad with the good; and from the just weighing of 
both to form an equitable judgment. Now I saw no bad. 
The sarcasm that had repelled, the harshness that had 
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startled me once, were only like keen condiments in a choice 
dish: their presence was pungent, but their absence would 
be felt as comparatively insipid. And as for the vague 
something—was it a sinister or a sorrowful, a designing or a 
desponding expression ?—that opened upon a careful observer, 
now and then, in his eye and closed again before one could 
fathom the strange depth partially disclosed ; that something 
which used to make me fear and shrink, as if I had been 
wandering amongst volcanic-looking hills, and had suddenly 
felt the ground quiver, and seen it gape; that something I 
at intervals beheld still, and with throbbing heart, but not 
with palsied nerves. Instead of wishing to shun, I longed 
only to dare—to divine it; and I thought Miss Ingram 
happy, because one day she might look into the abyss at her 
leisure, explore its secrets, and analyse their nature. 
Meantime, while I thought only of my master and his 
future bride—saw only them, heard only their discourse, 
and considered only their movements of importance—the 
rest of the party were occupied with their own separate 
interests and pleasures. The ladies Lynn and Ingram 
continued to consort in solemn conferences, when they 
nodded their two turbans at each other, and held up their 
four hands in confronting gestures of surprise, or mystery, 
or horror, according to the theme on which their gossip ran, 
like a pair of magnified puppets. Mild Mrs. Dent talked 
with good-natured Mrs. Eshton; and the two sometimes 
bestowed a courteous word or smile on me. Sir George 
Lynn, Colonel Dent, and Mr. Eshton discussed politics, or 
county affairs, or justice business. Lord Ingram flirted 
with Amy Eshton ; Louisa played and sang to and with one 
of the Messrs. Lynn; and Mary Ingram listened languidly 
to the gallant speeches of the other. Sometimes all, as with 
one consent, suspended their by-play to observe and listen 
to the principal actors; for, after all, Mr. Rochester, and—- 
because closely connected with him—Miss Ingram, were the 
life and soul of the party. If he was absent from the room 
an’ hour, a perceptible dulness seemed to steal over the 
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spirits of his guests, and his re-entrance was sure to give a 
fresh impulse to the vivacity of conversation. 

The want of his animating influence appeared to be 
peculiarly felt one day that he had been summoned to 
Millcote on business, and was not likely to return till late. 
The afternoon was wet: a walk the party had proposed to 
take to see a gipsy camp, lately pitched on a common beyond 
Hay, was consequently deferred. Some of the gentlemen 
were gone to the stables; the younger ones, together with 
the younger ladies, were playing billiards in the billiard- 
room. The dowagers Ingram and Lynn sought solace in a 
quiet game at cards. Blanche Ingram, after having repelled, 
by supercilious taciturnity, some efforts of Mrs. Dent and 
Mrs. Eshton to draw her into conversation, had first 
murmured over some sentimental tunes and airs on the 
piano, and then, having fetched a novel from the library, 
had flung herself in haughty listlessness on a sofa, and 
prepared to beguile, by the spell of fiction, the tedious hours 
of absence. The room and the house were silent; only now 
and then the merriment of the billiard players was heard 
from above. 

It was verging on dusk, and the clock had already given 
warning of the hour to dress for dinner, when little Adeéle, 
who knelt by me in the drawing-room window-seat, ex- 
claimed,—‘ Voila Monsieur Rochester, qui revient !’ 

I turned, and Miss Ingram darted forwards from her 
sofa; the others, too, looked up from their several occupa- 
tions; for at the same time a crunching of wheels, and a 
splashing tramp of horse-hoofs became audible on the wet 
gravel. A post-chaise was approaching. 

‘What can possess him to come home in that style?’ 
said Miss Ingram. ‘He rode Mesrour (the black horse), did 
he not, when he went out? and Pilot was with him,—what 
has he done with the animals ?’ 

As she said this, she approached her tall person and 
ample garments so near the window, that I was obliged to 
bend back almost to the breaking of my spine; in her 


228 JANE EYRE 


eagerness she did not observe me at first, but when she did, 
she curled her lip and moved to another casement. The 
post-chaise stopped, the driver rang the door bell, and a 
gentleman alighted, attired in travelling garb; but it was 
not Mr. Rochester ; it was a tall, fashionable-looking man, a 
stranger. 

‘Provoking!’ exclaimed Miss Ingram: ‘you tiresome 
monkey!’ (apostrophising Adéle) ‘who perched you up in 
the window to give false intelligence ?’ and she cast on me 
an angry glance, as if I were in fault, 

Some parleying was audible in the hall, and soon the 
new-comer entered. He bowed to Lady Ingram, as deeming 
her the eldest lady present. 

‘Tt appears I come at an inopportune time, madam,’ said 
he; ‘when my friend, Mr. Rochester, is from home; but I 
arrive from a very long journey, and I think I may presume 
so far on old and intimate acquaintance as to instal myself 
here till he returns.’ 

His manner was polite; his accent, in speaking, struck 
me as being somewhat unusual,—not precisely foreign, but 
still not altogether English; his age might be about Mr. 
Rochester’s,—between thirty and forty ; his complexion was 
singularly sallow; otherwise he was a fine-looking man, at 
first sight especially. On closer examination you detected 
something in his face that displeased ; or rather, that failed 
to please. His features were regular, but too relaxed ; his 
eye was large and well cut, but the life looking out of it was 
a tame, vacant life—at least so I thought. 

The sound of the dressing-bell dispersed the party. It 
was not till after dinner that I saw him again; he then 
seemed quite at his ease. But I liked his physiognomy even 
less than before; it struck me as being, at the same time, 
unsettled and inanimate. His eye wandered, and had no 
meaning in its wandering; this gave him an odd look, such 
as I never remembered to have seen. For a handsome and 
not an unamiable-looking man, he repelled me exceedingly ; 
there was no power in that smooth-skinned face of a full 
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oval shape; no firmness in that aquiline nose, and small 
cherry mouth ; there was no thought on the low, even fore- 
head ; no command in that blank, brown eye. 

As I sat in my usual nook, and looked at him with the 
light of the girandoles on the mantelpiece beaming full over 
him—for he occupied an arm-chair, drawn close to the fire, 
and kept shrinking still nearer, as if he were cold—I com- 
pared him with Mr. Rochester. I think (with deference be 
it spoken) the contrast could not be much greater between a 
sleek gander and a fierce falcon : between a meek sheep and 
the rough-coated keen-eyed dog, its guardian. 

He had spoken of Mr. Rochester as an old friend. A 
curious friendship theirs must have been: a pointed illus- 
tration, indeed, of the old adage that ‘ extremes meet.’ 

Two or three of the gentlemen sat near him, and I 
caught at times scraps of their conversation across the room. 
At first I could not make much sense of what I heard; for 
the discourse of Louisa Eshton and Mary Ingram, who sat 
nearer to me, confused the fragmentary sentences that 
reached me at intervals. These last were discussing the 
stranger: they both called him a ‘beautiful man.’ Louisa 
said he was ‘a love of a creature,’ and she ‘adored him’: 
and Mary instanced his ‘ pretty little mouth, and nice nose,’ 
as her ideal of the charming. 

‘And what a sweet-tempered forehead he has!’ cried 
Louisa,—‘ so smooth—none of those frowning irregularities 
I dislike so much: and such a placid eye and smile!’ 

And then, to my great relief, Mr. Henry Lynn summoned 
them to the other side of the room, to settle some point 
about the deferred excursion to Hay Common. 

I was now able to concentrate my attention on the group 
by the fire, and I presently gathered that the new-comer 
was called Mr. Mason: then I learnt that he was but just 
arrived in England, and that he came from some ‘hot 
country: which was the reason, doubtless, his face was so 
sallow, and that he sat so near the hearth, and wore a surtout 
in the house. Presently the words, Jamaica, Kingston, 
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Spanish Town, indicated the West Indies as his residence ; 
and it was with no little surprise I gathered, ere long, that 
he had there: first seen and become acquainted with Mr. 
Rochester. He spoke of his friend’s dislike of the burning 
heats, the hurricanes, and rainy seasons of that region. I 
knew Mr. Rochester had been a traveller: Mrs. Fairfax had 
said so; but I thought the continent of Europe had bounded 
his wanderings : till now I had never heard a hint given of 
visits to more distant shores. 

I was pondering these things, when an incident, and 
a somewhat unexpected one, broke the thread of my 
musings. Mr. Mason, shivering as some one chanced to 
open the door, asked for more coal to be put on the fire, 
which had burnt out its flame, though its mass of cinder still 
shone hot and red. The footman who brought the coal, in 
going out, stopped near Mr. Eshton’s chair, and said some- 
thing to him in a low voice, of which I heard only the words, 
‘old woman,’—‘ quite troublesome.’ 

‘Tell her she shall be put in the stocks if she does not 
take herself off,’ replied the magistrate. 

‘No—stop!’ interrupted Colonel Dent. ‘Don’t send 
her away, Eshton; we might turn the thing to account; 
better consult the ladies.’ And speaking aloud, he continued, 
‘Ladies, you talked of going to Hay Common to visit the 
gipsy camp; Sam, here, says that one of the old Mother 
Bunches is in the servants’ hall at this moment, and insists 
upon being brought in before “the quality,” to tell them 
their fortunes. Would you like to see her ?’ 

‘Surely, colonel,’ cried Lady Ingram, ‘ you would not 
encourage such a low impostor. Dismiss her, by all means, 
at once!’ 

‘But I cannot persuade her to go away, my lady,’ said the 
footman ; ‘nor can any of the servants: Mrs. Fairfax is with 
her just now, entreating her to be gone; but she has taken 
a chair in the chimney-corner, and says nothing shall stir 
her from it till she gets leave to come in here.’ 

‘What does she want ?’ asked Mrs. Eshton. 
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"Mo tell the gentry their fortunes,” she says, ma’am ; 
and she swears she must and will do it.’ 

‘What is she like?’ inquired the Misses Eshton in a 
breath. 

‘A shockingly ugly old creature, miss; almost as black 
as a crock.’ 

‘Why, she’s a real sorceress!’ cried Frederick Lynn. 
‘ Let us have her in, of course.’ 

‘To be sure,’ rejoined his brother ; ‘it would be a thousand 
pities to throw away such a chance of fun.’ 

_ ‘My dear boys, what are you thinking about ?’ exclaimed 
Mrs. Lynn. 

‘I cannot possi ee eae any such inconsistent 
proceeding,’ chimed in the Dowager Ingram. 

‘Indeed, mamma, but, you can—and will,’ pronounced 
the haughty voice of Blanche, as she turned round on the 
piano-stool ; where till now she had sat silent, apparently 
examining sundry sheets of music. ‘I have a curiosity to 
hear my fortune told: therefore, Sam, order the beldame 
forwards.’ 

‘My darling Blanche! recolleet——’ 

‘T do—I recollect all you can suggest ; and I must have 
my will—quick, Sam !’ ; 

‘Yes—yes—yes!’ cried all the juveniles, both ladies 
and gentlemen. ‘Let her come—it will be excellent 
sport! ’ : 

The footman still lingered. ‘She looks such a rough 
one,’ said he. 

‘Go!’ ejaculated Miss Ingr am, and the man went. 

Excitement instantly seized the whole party: a running 
fire of raillery and jests was proceeding when Sam re- 
turned. 

‘She won’t come now,’ said he. ‘She says it’s not her 
mission to appear before the “vulgar herd” (them’s her 
words). I must show her into a room by herself, and 
then those who wish to consult her must go to her one 
by one,’ 


232 JANE EYRE 


‘ You see now, my queenly Blanche,’ began Lady Ingram, 
‘she encroaches. Be advised, my angel girl—and——’ 

‘ Show her into the library, of course,’ cut in the ‘ angel 
girl.’ ‘It is not my mission to listen to her before the 
vulgar herd either: I mean to have her all to myself. Is 
there a fire in the library ?’ 

‘Yes, ma’am—but she looks such a tinkler.’ 

‘Cease that chatter, blockhead ! and do my bidding.’ 

Again Sam vanished; and mystery, animation, expecta- 
tion rose to full flow once more. 

‘She’s ready now,’ said the footman, as he reappeared. 
‘She wishes to know who will be her first visitor.’ 

‘T think I had better just look in upon her before any of 
the ladies go,’ said Colonel Dent. 

‘Tell her, Sam, a gentleman is coming.’ 

Sam went and returned. 

‘She says, sir, that she'll have no gentlemen ; they need 
not trouble themselves to come near her: nor,’ he added, 
with difficulty suppressing a titter, ‘any ladies either, except 
the young and single.’ 

‘By Jove, she has taste!’ exclaimed Henry Lynn. 

Miss Ingram rose solemnly: ‘I go first,’ she said, in a 
tone which might have befitted the leader of a forlorn hope, 
mounting a breach in the van of his men. 

‘Oh, my best! oh, my dearest! pause—reflect!’ was 
her mamma’s cry; but she swept past her in stately silence, 
passed through the door which Colonel Dent held open, and 
we heard her enter the library. 

A comparative silence ensued. Lady Ingram thought it 
‘le cas’ to wring her hands: which she did accordingly. 
Miss Mary declared she felt, for her part, she never dared 
venture. Amy and Louisa Eshton tittered under their 
breath, and looked a little frightened. 

The minutes passed very slowly: fifteen were counted 
before the library-door again opened. Miss Ingram returned 
to us through the arch. 

Would she laugh? Would she take it as a joke? All 


JANE EYRE 233 


eyes met her with a glance of curiosity, and she met all eyes 
with one of rebuff and coldness: she looked neither flurried 
nor merry ; she walked stiffly to her seat, and took it in 
silence. . 

‘Well, Blanche ?’ said Lord Ingram. 

‘What did she say, sister?’ asked Mary. 

‘What did you think? How do you feel? Is shea real 
fortune-teller ?’ demanded the Misses Eshton. 

‘ Now, now, good people,’ returned Miss Ingram, ‘don’t 
press upon me. Really your organs of wonder and credulity 
are easily excited : you seem by the importance you all—my 
good mamma included—ascribe to this matter—absolutely 
to believe we have a genuine witch in the house, who is in 
close alliance with the old gentleman. IJ have seen a gipsy- 
vagabond; she has practised in hackneyed fashion the 
science of palmistry, and told me what such people usually 
tell. My whim is gratified; and now I think Mr. Eshton 
will do well to put the hag in the ‘stocks to-morrow morning, 
as he threatened.’ 

Miss Ingram took a book, leant back in her chair, and 
so declined further conversation. I watched her for nearly 
half an hour: during all that time she never turned a page, 
and her face grew momently darker, more dissatisfied, and 
more sourly expressive of disappointment. She had obviously 
not heard anything to her advantage : and it seemed to me, 
from her prolonged fit of gloom and taciturnity, that she 
herself, notwithstanding her professed indifference, attached 
undue importance to whatever revelations had been made her. 

Meantime, Mary Ingram, Amy and Louisa LEshton, 
declared they dared not go alone; and yet they all wished to 
go. A negotiation was opened through the medium of the 
ambassador, Sam; and after much pacing to and fro, till 
I think, the said Sam’s calves must have ached with the 
exercise, permission was at last, with great difficulty 
extorted from the rigorous Sibyl, for the three to wait upon 
her ina body. 

Their visit was not so still as Miss Ingram’s had been : 
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we heard hysterical giggling and little shrieks proceeding 
from the library; and at the end of about twenty minutes 
they burst the door open, and came running across the hall, 
as if they were half-scared out of their wits. 

‘I’m sure she is something not right!’ they cried one and 
all. ‘She told us such things! She knows all about us!’ 
and they sank breathless into the various seats the gentlemen 
hastened to bring them. 

Pressed for further explanation they declared she had 
told them of things they had said and done when they were 
mere children; described books and ornaments they had in 
their boudoirs at home ; keepsakes that different relations had 
presented to them. They affirmed that she had even divined 
their thoughts, and had whispered in the ear of each the 
name of the person she liked best in the world, and informed 
them of what they most wished for. 

Here the gentlemen interposed with earnest petitions to 
be further enlightened on these two last-named points; but 
they got only blushes, ejaculations, tremors, and titters, in 
return for their importunity. The matrons, meantime, offered 
vinaigrettes and wielded fans; and again and again re- 
iterated the expression of their concern that their warning 
had not been taken in time; and the elder gentlemen 
laughed, and the younger urged their services on the agitate 
fair ones. j 

In the midst of the tumult, and while my eyes and ears 
were fully engaged in the scene before me, I heard a hem 
close at my elbow: I turned and saw Sam. 

‘If you please, miss, the gipsy declares that there is 
another young single lady in the room who has not been to 
her yet, and she swears she will not go till she has seen all. 
I thought it must be you: there is no one else for it. What 
shall I tell her ?’ 

‘Oh, I will go by all means,’ I answered ; and I was glad 
of the unexpected opportunity to gratify my much-excited 
curiosity. I slipped out of the room, unobserved by any eye 
—for the company were gathered in one mass about the 
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trembling trio just returned—and I closed the door quietly 
behind me. 
‘Tf you like, miss,’ said Sam, ‘I'll wait in the hall for 
you; and if she frightens you, just call and I'll come in.’ 
‘No, Sam, return to the kitchen: I am not in the least 
afraid.’ Nor was I; but I was a good deal interested and 
excited. 


CHAPTER XIX 


THE library looked tranquil enough as I entered it, and the 
Sibyl—if Sibyl she were—was seated snugly enough in an 
easy chair at the chimney-corner. She had on a red cloak 
and a black bonnet: or rather, a broad-brimmed gipsy hat, 
tied down with a striped handkerchief under her chin. 
An extinguished candle stood on the table: she was 
bending over the fire, and seemed reading in a little black 
book, like a prayer-book, by the light of the blaze: she 
muttered the words to herself, as most old women do, while 
she read ; she did not desist immediately on my entrance: it 
appeared she wished to finish a paragraph. 

I stood on the rug and warmed my hands, which 
were rather cold with sitting at a distance from the drawing- 
room fire. I felt nowas composed as ever I did in my life: 
there was nothing indeed in the gipsy’s appearance to trouble 
one’s calm. She shut her book and slowly looked up; her 
hat-brim partially shaded her face, yet I could see as she 
raised it, that it was a strange one. It looked all brown 
and black : elf-locks bristled out from beneath a white band 
which passed under her chin, and came half over her cheeks 
or rather jaws; her eye confronted me at once, with a bold 
and direct gaze. 

‘Well, and you want your fortune told?’ she said in a 
voice as decided as her glance, as harsh as her features. 

‘T don’t care about it, mother ; you may please yourself ; 
but I ought to warn you, I have no faith.’ 

‘Tt’s like your impudence to say so: I expected it of you ; 
I heard it in your step as you crossed the threshold.’ 

‘Did you? You've a quick ear,’ 
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‘T have; and a quick eye, and a quick brain.’ 

‘You need them all in your trade.’ 

‘I do; especially when I’ve customers like you to deal 
with. Why don’t you tremble?’ 

‘I’m not cold.’ 

‘Why don’t you turn pale ?’ 

‘T am not sick.’ 

‘ Why don’t you consult my art.’ 

‘I’m not silly.’ 

The old crone ‘nichered’ a laugh under her bonnet and 
bandage: she then drew out a short, black pipe, and lighting 
it began to smoke. Having indulged a while in this seda- 
tive, she raised her bent body, t